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(21) Those who do not aspire to meet Us say, “Why are angels not sent to us or
why do we not see our Lord?” They are certainly proud of themselves and have
opted to be extremely rebellious. (22) There shall be no glad tidings for the
criminals on that day when they see the angels, and they will shout, “Stay far
away!” (23) We will then turn to their deeds and reduce them to scattered dust.
(24) The people of Heaven will be in the best of abodes and the best of resting
places.

A WARNING TO THE RE]ECTERS AND GLAD TIDINGS FOR THE
PEOPLE OF HEAVEN

" Another of the absurd statements made by the disbelievers when they
rejected the apostleship of the Holy Prophet o.; < & ., was to say, “Why are
angels not sent to us or why do we not see our Lord?” They claimed that they would
believe only when the angels confirmed the message or when they saw Allah
with their naked eyes.

They made such statements only because they never-believed in the
Hereafter and had no fear for it. Those who believe in the Hereafter will think
over the matter and realise that a person who is so venerable and who has
displayed so many miracles cannot be a liar. However, those who are heedless of
the Hereafter will not hesitate to make foolish statements to satisfy their

obstinacy. Therefore, Allah attributes the statement to “Those who do not aspire to
meet Us.”

In reply to their demand Allah says, “They are certainly proud of themselves
and have opted to be extremely rebellious.” They are so haughty that they actually
deein’ themselves fit enough to see Allah with their naked eyes and that they
require witnesses to attest to the apostleship of the Holy Prophet oL, <l & o,

“There shall be no glad tidings for the criminals (the rejecters) on that day when
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they see the angels...” Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas « & >, says that this day
refers to the day when they will die. Other commentators say that it refers to the
- Day of Judgement. On this day they will finally realise their desire to see the
angels, but the occasion will not be very pleasant for them.

They will then be doomed to the eternal punishment of Hell. On that
occasion, to be rescued from the punishment, they will shout, “Stay far away!”
However, this will not help them. .

All the good deeds that the disbelievers carried out in this world will not
benefit them in the Hereafter because they lacked the qualification of Iman
(Belief). Allah says in Surah Ibrahim, “The example of the actions of those who
disbelieve in their Lord is like that of ashes that are blown away by a wind on a stormy
day. They have absolutely no control of what they earn. This is a distant deviation.”
[Surah 14, verse 18]

Allah says here, “We will then turn to their deeds and reduce them to scattered
dust.” The dust referred to in this verse are those microscopic particles of dust
that are usually seen in rays of sunlight that filters through tiny holes like air
vents. Although they are many in number, but they cannot serve any. purpose.
Similarly, the deeds of the disbelievers will be of no avail to them in the
Hereafter.

After describing the people of hell, Allah speaks about those of Heaven. He
says, “The people of Heaven will be in the best of abodes and the best of resting places.”

In Surah Kahf Allah describes heaven as “A fine reward indeed, and the best of
restmg places!” [Surah 18, verse 31]
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(25) Call to mind the day when the sky will be rent asunder with clouds and the
angels will descend in large numbers. (26) True soveteignty on that day will be
exclusive for Rahman. The day will be very difficult for the disbelievers. (27)
The day when the oppressor will bite his hands saying, “If only I had chosen a
path with the messenger"’ (28) “... Woe to me! If only I had never taken such a
after it had comé to me.” Shaytan (Satan) always deserts man when he is in
need. (30) The messenger will say, “O my Lord! My people have ignored this
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Qur’an.” (31) Thus have We appointed from the criminals an enemy for every
Prophet. Your Lord suffices as a Guide and a Helper.

THE FRIGHTENING SCENE OF JUDGMENT DAY (QIYAMAH),
WHEN THE DISBELIEVER WILL WISH THAT HE HAD NOT
BEFRIENDED THE WRONG PERSON

Allah begins to describe the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah) by saying, “Call to
mind the day when the sky will be rent asunder with clouds...” Allah also describes the
splitting of the skies in the opening verses of Surah Infitar (Surah 82) and Surah
Inshiqaq (Surah 84). The author of “Ruhiil Ma’ani” interprets the above verse to
mean that the appearance of the clouds will cause the sky to split. Allah has the
power to do this.

He has also mentioned that the verse could be interpreted to mean that
when the sky splits, it will appear as if there are clouds there. Sayyidina
Abdullah bin Abbas «¢ & >, has mentioned that “the sky” refers to all the seven
skies, and not only the one above the earth.

“.....and the angels will descend in large numbers.” Man cannot understand the
precise manner in which this shall take place. “Ruhul Ma‘ani” has quoted a
lengthy narration concerning this verse, but the narration appears to be an
“Isra’iliyat” (sourced from the Bani Isra‘il) and cannot be verified.

The author of “Bayanul Qur’an” writes that the splitting of the skies will
signal the beginning of reckoning. It does not refer to the time when the trumpet
will be blown for the first time, causing the destruction of everything.

“True sovereignty on that day will be exclusive for Rahman.” None shall survive
as kings and leaders on the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah). In Surah Mu'min Allah
says that He will announce on the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah), “To Whom does all
Kingdom belong today? To Allah, the One, the Omnipotent.” Allah then says that the
Day of Judgment (Qiyamah) “will be very difficult for the disbelievers.”

“The day when the oppressor will bite his hands saying, ‘If only I had chosen a path
with the messenger!”” “Ruhul Ma’ani” reports that whenever the polytheist, Ugba
bin Abi Mu'it returned from a journey, he would invite all the people of Makkah
for a feast. He enjoyed the company of the Holy Prophet ,i.; «ls & 4- and would
associate with him very much.

On one occasion, he again invited the Holy Prophet .., < & - after
returning from a journey. However, The Holy Prophet (L., «is & s told him that
he refused to accept his invitation until he testified to “La ilaha IlIAllah” and that
the Holy Prophet L., « & J- was Allah’s messenger. When he invited the Holy
Prophet ., « & o for the second time, he received the same reply. He
eventually recited the Kalimah.

When Ubayy bin Khalaf heard about this, he immediately came to Ugba
asking him, “Have you become a heretic?” Ugba replied, “I have not become a
heretic by heart. What happened was that a person came to my house and
refused to accept my invitation to partake of meals until I said what he requested
me to say. Since I do not like any person to leave my house without eating, I said
what he bade me to say and he ate.”
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Ubayy told him, “I shall never be pleased with you until you revile this
person.” Consequently, he behaved extremely rudely towards the Holy Prophet
ooy «ds & Lo The Holy Prophet (l.; s & .4 told him that he would be slain
when he meets the Holy Prophet oLy «ls & _L» outside Makkah. This came to
pass when he was killed in the battle of Badr.

The “oppressor” in the above verse refers to Ugba, when, on the Day of
Judgment (Qiyamah), he will lament severing ties with the Holy Prophet <l & o
3. He will say further, “Woe to me! If only I had never taken such a person (Ubayy
bin Khalaf) as a friend. He has certainly deviated me from remembrance (of Allih, the
advices given by the Holy Prophet J., s & Jo and the Qur'an) after it had come to
me.” The person whom he took as a friend turned out to be his worst enemy.

“Satan (Shaytan) always deserts man when he is in need.” This sentence may
either be a continuation of the statement made the “oppressor” mentioned above,
or it may be a statement -of Allah, warning mankind of Satan’s (Shaytan’s)
treachery. Satan (Shaytin) misleads man to commit disbelief and all types of sins.
However, when man requires his assistance, Shaytan always leave him in the
lurch, betraying his loyalty.

Some commentators have mentioned that the “oppressor” refers to any
disbeliever, while “such a person” refers to Satan (Shaytan). They say this because
the words of the verse are general and not specific.

When the disbelievers will lament their union with the other disbelievers
and wish that they had rather befriended Allah’s messenger (L. < & Lo, he will
testify against them saying, “O my Lord! My people have ignored this Qur'an ”
Therefore, the disbelievers and polytheists will be condemned to Hell by their
own confession, as well as by the testimony of the Holy Prophet L., ol &1 .

The general context of the verse will also include those so-called Muslims
who are in senior government- positions and who not only transgress Allah’s
laws in the Qur’an, but, in their legislation, give preference to the disbelievers
laws over Qur‘anic laws Some even stoop to the extent of labelling Islamic laws
as being barbaric and cruel.

Commentators mention that the plight described in the verse will also face
those Muslims who do not recite the Qur’an at all as well as those who recite the
Qur’an but who never touch it at all and never loek into it when reciting.

“Thus have We appointed from the criminals an enemy for evety Prophet.” Every
‘Prophet (. «&s had enemies. However, this fact should not cause any distress
because “Your Lord suffices as a Guide and a Helper. “Allah will always be there to
assist His Prophets (b o¢le.”
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(32) The disbelievers say, “Why is the entire Qur'an not revealed to him at
once?” We have revealed it in this manner so that your heart may be
strengthened by it, and We have revealed it gradually. (33) Whenever they pose
ridiculous questions to you, We reveal the precise reply to you with explicit
clarity. (34) Those who shall be resurrected on their faces will certainly be in the
worst of predicaments and most deviated from the path.

THE WISDOM BEHIND THE GRADUAL REVELATION OF THE
QUR’AN

Among the numerous preposterous arguments raised by the polytheists is
the one that asks. “Why is the entire Qur’an not revealed to him at once?” They fail to
understand that Allah reserves the right to reveal His book as He pleases.

Allah then also gives a reason for the piecemeal revelation of the Qur‘an by
saying, “We have revealed it in this manner so that your heart may be strengthened by
it... - The author of “Ruhul Ma’ani” (v. 19 p.15) writes that the gradual revelation
facilitated ease in memorising and in understanding the Qur’an

The repetitive descent of Jibr'il L)l < also served to strengthen the Holy
Prophet’s ol.; «l & _L- resolve against the persistent onslaught of the
disbelievers. The gradual revelation also facilitated the understanding of those
verses that were abrogated. In addition, it allowed the Holy Prophet ., < & 1o
to present decisive replies to the many arguments of the disbelievers. The
appropriate verses were always revealed on the right occasions, thereby
affording strength of resolve and consolation to the Holy Prophet s ol &1 o,
This repetitive effect would not have been achieved if the Qur'an was revealed
all at once. Besides these, there are still many more reasons for the Qur’an’s
plecemeal revelation.

...and We have revealed it gradually.” ‘Ruhul Ma ani” quotes Sayyidina
Abdullah bin Abbas « &1 >, who interprets this part of the verse to mean that
the Qur'an was revealed very clearly and slowly in pauses. It therefore took 23
years before being revealed fully. -

Thereafter, Allah further strengthens the resolve of the Holy Prophet & .
ks «le by saying, “Whenever they pose ridiculous questions to you, We reveal the
precise reply to you with explicit clarity.” These replies put an effective end to their
arguments and criticisms.

Allah then describes the plight of the disbelievers when He says, “Those who
shall be resurrected on their faces will certainly be in the worst of predicaments and most
deviated from the path.” They never believed that they would face these -
circumstances when they were warned in this world. However, in the Hereafter
they will experience the truth of what they were told.
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(35) Verily We gave the Book to Miisa and made his brother Hariin a minister to
him. (36) We then said, “The two of you should go to the nation that denies Our
signs. Thereafter We completely annihilated the nation.” (37) And We drowned
the people of Niith when they denied the messengers, making them a lesson to
people. We have prepared an excruciating punishment for the oppressors. (38)
We also annihilated the Ad, the Thamud, the people of the well and numerous
nations between them. (39) We have coined similitude’s for each of them and
demolished each one of them. (40) These people have certainly passed the town
that was showered by a devastating rain. Have they not Seen it? Nay, but they
do not aspire for resurrection. (41) When they see you they seek only to ridicule
you (by saying), “Has Allah sent him as a messenger?” (42) “.... He would have

- led us away from our gods if we had not persevered with them.” Shortly, when
they see the punishment, they will come to know who has strayed most from the
path. (43) Have you seen the one who has taken his whims as a deity? Will you
be a guardian over him? (44) Or do you think that most of them hear or
understand? They are merely like animals, but even more astray.

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE AD, THAMUD AND OTHER
NATIONS THE EVIL PLIGHT OF THE IDOLATERS

The above verses speak of the annihilation of the previous nations after they -
denied the Prophets ()i «4le and the message brought by them. All these are
cited as lessons for those who recite the Qur’an. Allah first makes mention of
how the people of Fir'aun and the nation of Sayyidina Nuh ;. < were
drowned in this very world. Concerning their plight in the Hereafter Allah says,
“We have prepared an excruciating punishment for the oppressors.”

“We also annihilated the Ad, the Thamud, the people of the well and numerous
nations between them. We have coined similitudes for each of them (so that they may be
guided by these. However, they refused to accept the truth so We sent Our punishment to
them) and demolished each one of them.”

Referring to the cities of the people of Sayyidina Lat 4 «le, Allah says,
“These people (the Polythezsts of Makkah) have certainly passed the town that was
showered by a devastating rain.” These cities were overturned when they engaged
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in the vile deed of sodomy. Thereafter, their cities suffered a shower of stones
from the skies. The details of this incident have been given in Surah A’raf [Error!
Bookmark not defined.] and in Surah Hud [Surah 11, verse 77-83].

The polytheists of Makkah passed by the ruins of Sodom twice annually
en route to Sham (Syria) for trade purposes. However, they failed to learn any
Jesson from what they saw. Allah says in Surah Saffat. “You pass by them in the
mornings and at nights. Do you not understand?” The above verse of Surah
Furgan mentions the singular word “town” even though these were a few
cities. A singular word has been used because it may refer to the main town
from these or it could refer to all collectively (as is possible in the Arabic
language).

“Have they not seen it? Nay, but they do not aspire for resurrection.” The
Polytheists have been forewarned and can see the consequences of disobedience
pefore them. However, they do not believe in the Hereafter and regard the ruin
of the previous nations as mere natural occurrences.

The truth about the ‘people of the well” cannot be verified beyond doubt. One
opinion cited in “Ruhul Ma'ani” states that they were the descendants of the
Thamud and lived in Yamamah. Others say that these people lived in the vicinity
of a well in Antioch.

Another opinion says that they were idol worshippers who lived in an area
that had many wells and they possessed an abundance of livestock. Sayyidina
Shu’ayb «¢ & >, was sent to preach them, but they were rebellious and caused
him much pain and suffering. It then transpired that they were all gathered once
around a well that had recently been dug and which was not yet completed.
Allah caused the ground. to collapse beneath them, causing them all to be buried
alive.

Other commentators maintain that the “people of the well” were the same
people described as the “people of the trench,” who will be discussed in Surah
Burqj (Surah 85), Insha Allah. : '

Allah then discusses the rebelliousness of thé Quraysh. Allah tells the Holy
Prophet oLy «ls & Lo that “When they see you they seek only to ridicule you (by
saying), ‘Has Allah sent him as a messenger?”’

This statement resembles what the Thamud said to Sayyidina Salih i «ls.
They said, “Has a revelation come only to him from among all of us?” Such statements
are based on ignorance because none can question Allah’s choice when
appointing Prophet (..t «ls. Allah replies to them in Surah An’am. when He
says, “Alldh knows best where He wishes to place His message.” (i.e. with whom He
wished to entrust it)..

People need to ponder about and deliberate over the message brought to
them by the Prophets (i c4ls. They need not question the messenger. The
Polytheists of Makkah were foolish enough to regard their denial of the Holy
Prophet’s (L., «ls & L message as an achievement. It is for this reason that they
said, “He [The Holy Prophet (L ke & o] would have led us away from our gods if
we had not persevered with them.” o
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Allah replies by saying, “Shortly, when they see the punishment, they will come
to know who has strayed most from the path.” In this world they considered the Holy
Prophet (-4 «ls & Lo to be astray, but the reality of the situation will be exposed
to them in the Hereafter. However, it will then be too late to make amends.

Addressing the Holy Prophet oL «4s & Lo, Allah goes on to say, “Have yoy
seen the one who has taken his whims as a deity? Will you be a guardian over him? Or do
you think that most of them hear or understand? They are merely like animals, but even
more astray.” Allah consoles the Holy Prophet oy ol & Lo in these verses by
telling him that he should not consider it his duty to convert people because he
cannot force them into anything.

Allah says in Surah Zumar, “Without doubt, We have revealed to you a Book
with the truth for the people. Whoever is rightly guided, is guided for his benefit, and
whoever is misguided, then it is to his own detriment. You have not been sent as a warder
over them.” [Surah 39, verse 41]

Allah describes the disbelievers as people who bow to the dictates of their |
whims just like others bow in submission to their deities. Such people cannot be
guided, so one should never hope that they will ever hearken to the truth, nor
understand it. They have reached a stage where “They are merely like animals, but
even more astray.”

Animals are not bound to any Shari‘ah, so they cannot be criticised for
failing to comply with it. People are however constricted to the limitations fixed
by the Shari’ah. Therefore, if they fail to comply, they will be regarded as worse
than even the animals.

The author of “Ruhul Ma’ani” writes that the animals realise that they have
to be obedient to their masters and even recognise those who are good to them
and those who are not. They know where to eat and sleep, know where to gain
benefit and which places and occasions to shun when they anticipate harm.

However, man does not realise that he has to obey his Creator, Master and
Sustainer. He does not recognise that Allah is good to him but he rather follows
the dictates of his whims. He does not hasten to do good, which is of benefit to
him, but rather continues to sin without perceiving the devastating
consequences. The disbeliever is therefore worse than the animals.

“Or do you think that most of them hear or understand?” the author of “Ruhiil
Ma’ani” says that the word “most of them” is used in this verse because there are
those Disbelievers who are destined to believe.

‘The foregoing verses warn man that he is headed for destruction if he
follows the dictates of his carnal self because this will plunge him into the abyss
of sin. Sayyidina Jabir «c & ., reports that the Holy Prophet oLy «ls & o said,.
“I fear most that my Ummah will follow their whims and entertain lengthy
hopes, causing them to forget the Hereafter.” [“Mishkat” p. 444]

Another hadith cites the following three factors as being most destructive.
(1) Following the dictates of the carnal self, (2) miserliness and (3) pride, which is
the most serious of the three. [“Mishkat” p. 434]

Although it is the trait of the disbelievers to pander to the wishes of one’s
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carnal self, many Muslims are also guilty of the same crime. They shun the clear
teachings of the Qur’an and Ahadith, and fabricate their own teachings, some of
which lead them to disbelief. Some of these people say that the Holy Prophet _i-
ey e & had knowledge of the unseen, while others claim that he was not a
human. There are also those foolish ones who claim that the Qur’an was altered

and that the vast majority of the Sahabah o & &, were disbelievers (Allah
forbid!).

. These beliefs have been formulated as a result of worshipping the carnal self
(the nafs). There are also many people who carry out certain irreligious practices
in the name of Islam. These are all heretic practices that are perpetrated greatly
during the months of Muharram, Rabi'ul Awwal, Rajab and Sha’ban.

Hakimul Ummah Thanwi «¢ & i~, has enumerated many of these in his
book “Islahur Rusiim”. These are common in many Muslim regions because they
do not require any sanction because of their fallacious and spurious nature.

I (the author of this Tafsir) was once travelling in the southern part of India,
when I happened to be sitting in a Masjid with the Imam. After the Zuhr Adhan
had finished, I heard drums being beaten. When I asked the Imam about it, he
replied that they beat the drums to inform the women that Adhan was over. I
asked him, “Did such a practice take place during the time of the Holy Prophet
ooy 4ke & Lo When he replied in the negative, I asked him why then did they
innovate such a practice in the Religion.

I also discovered that the people in that region would not remove any
corpse from a house until the family of the deceased distributed sweet rotxes
among the people.

On one of my journeys to Damascus I heard the Mu’adhin (the person who
calls out the Adhan) recited Durid [salutations on the Holy Prophet «l & Lo
¢ks] loudly before calling out the Adhan. The people there also recited Durud
loudly when they saw the Imam mounting the pulpit on a Friday. They continue
to do so until he is properly seated upon the pulpit.

There are many such heretic practices throughout the world. When people
are told about these, they begin to argue and present fabricated proofs to
substantiate their actions. In this way they refute the Qur’an and Ahadith. This is
clearly because of their submission to the dictates of their carnal self (nafs).
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(45) Do you not see how your Lord spreads the shadow. If He willed, He could
have made it stationary. We then appoint the sun as a sign to it. (46).... Then We
gradually withdraw it towards Ourselves. (47) Allah is the One Who has made
the night as a garment, has made sleep a form of rest and has made the day a
time to spread out. (48) He is the One Who sends the winds as a conveyer of glad
tidings ahead of His mercy. And He sends from the skies water that purifies.
(49) “... So that We revive dead land with it and so that We give drinking water
to Our creation from the animals and many people. (50) We have certainly
distributed it between them so that they take heed, but most people wish only to
be ungrateful. (51) If We willed, We would have sent a warner te every village.
(52) So do not follow the disbelievers and staunchly oppose them with it.

A MANIFESTATION OF ALLAH’S MIGHT IN THE SHADOW, THE
SUN, THE MOON, THE WINDS AND THE RAIN

Allah begins by saying, “Do you not see how your Lord spreads the shadow. If He
willed, He could have made it stationary.” It is commonly observed that shadows are
long when the sun rises. Allah has the might to make the shadow remain that
length even as the sun moves across the sky.

“We then appoint the sun as a sign to it. Then We gradually withdraw it towards
Ourselves.” Allah has made the moving of the sun as a sign by which the lengths
of shadows vary. As the sun moves across the sky, shadows diminish until
midday. Thereafter, they begin to grow until sunset. Even though it appears as if
the sun causes the variation’ in shadow lengths, it is actually Allah Who is
controlling everything:

Allah then continues to say, “Allah is the One Who has made the night as a
garment (because it conceals everything), has made sleep a form of rest...” After a
day of work, people usually sleep at night to replenish their strength. The
darkness of the night is conducive to sound sleep, whereas sleeping during
the day is usually possible only when darkness is created by drawing
curtains, etc. '

The Holy Prophet .., <« & J. has mentioned that sleep is the sister of
_death. It is for this reason that Allah describes the day-as a “time to spread
out.” The Arabic word “nushira” (translated above as “time to spread out”) is
normally used for resurrection on the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah). During the
day, people spread out on earth to perform their various tasks.

Allah says in Surah Qasas, “Because of His mercy, He (Allah) has created the day
and the night for you so that you may find peace in them, seek from His bounty, and
express your gratitude to Him.” [Surah 28, verse 73]

Since sleep resembles death, the Holy Prophet (L., « & L used to recite the
following prayer (du’a) before sleeping:



[TRANSLATION: “O Allah! With Your name do I die and
rise up.”]
WHEN AWAKENING, HE USED TO RECITE:

[TRANSLATION: “All praise be to Allah, Who has granted
us life after causing our deaths, and to Him shall Our return be.”]

Allah then describes the bounty of rain when He says, “He is the One Who
sends the winds as a conveyer of glad tidings ahead of His mercy.” When people feel
the winds that precede rain, they have sufficient time to keep those things under
cover that should not get wet. .

Allah then mentions three benefits of rain. The first is that rainwater is
“water that purifies.” People are able to cleanse themselves and other things with
water. People are able to bath, make ablution (wudhu), wash clothes, etc with this
water. No other liquid can replace water for this purpose.

The second benefit is that Allah “revive dead land with it.” As a result, the
land flourishes with vegetation that is eaten by man and animal alike. Allah
mentions that the third benefit is that He gives “drinking water to Our creation from
the animals and many people.”

“We have certainly distributed it (rain) between them so that they take heed, but
most people wish only to be ungrateful.” Allah sends varying amounts and degrees
of rain to different parts of the world, but people are ungrateful for this.

Man’s ingratitude often leads him to disbelief. He eats and drinks from
what Allah has provided, yet worships others. Sinning and disobeying Allah also
amounts to ingratitude.

“If We willed, We would have sent a warner to every village.” In this way, The
Holy Prophet’s (L) «l¢ & Jo task would have been lightened. However, Allah
willed that he be blessed with the noble mantle of being the final Prophet to the
entire mankind. '

The disbelievers left no stone unturned to oppose the Holy Prophet «l i Lo
. ks from every front. However, Allah advises him not to falter in the least, but

tells him that he should “not follow the disbelievers and staunchly oppose them with it
(i.e. with the Qur’an).” .
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(53) It is He Who has merged two seas, the 6ne being sweet and quenching,
while the other is salty and bitter. He has created between them a barrier that
acts as an impregnable veil. (54) It is He Who has created man from water and
has appointed for him relatives by blood and relatives by marriage. Your Lord is
Ever Powerful.
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ALLAH'S POWER IS DISPLAYED BY THE MERGING OF TWO
CONTRASTING WATERS THAT DO NOT MIX

The above verses describe two more manifestations of Allah’s greatness,
both of which are witnessed daily. Allah begins by saying, “It is He Who has
merged two seas, the one being sweet and quenching, while the other is salty and bitter.
He has created between them a (invisible) barrier that acts as an impregnable veil.”

Allah says in Surah Rahman, “Between the two (waters) is a barrier so that the
two do not transgress i.e. do not trespass their limits.” Although no apparent barrier
can be seen, Allah’s power causes the two water masses not to mingle. In this
manner, each water body maintains its own properties and characteristics.

Allah has created everything with their own peculiarities, and they all
function accordingly. However, they may function contrary to their inherent
characteristics when Allah wills. An example of this was when the fire did not
burn Sayyidina Ibrahim (LJi «le. Another example is that the waters of the
various seas and rivers do not mix when Allah does not allow them to.

In his Tafsir, Sayyidina Maulana Shabbir Uthmani «le & a~, quotes from
“Bayanul Qur'an” that two reliable Bangali Ulema (Scholars) testified to the fact
that the river running between Arkan and Chatgam has two distinctly
discernable types of water. Even from a distance it can be noticed that the one
type of water is white, while the other is black.

They say that the black water resembles the water of the ocean because of its
turbulent nature, having waves crashing to and fro. On the other hand, the white
water is completely calm and boats travel in it. Both these waters flow side by
side, yet they never mix. People say that white water is sweet, while the black
water is salty.

I (the author of this Tafsir) have heard from the students of a district in
India called Barisal that two tributaries emerging from the same river have
different water types. The water of the one tributary is extremely bitter and salty,
while that of the other is extremely pleasant and sweet.

Many reliable people of Dhabel (near Surat, India) have told me (the author)
that, during certain seasons, when the seawater enters the rivers of the area, the
two waters never mix. While the seawater flows strongly on the surface, the river
water remains at the bottom. The verse of the Qur’an is strongly substantiated by
these eyewitness accounts.

Another interpretation of the verse is that Allah has created the various
water bodies on earth to flow in their respective locations. They are all separated
by landmasses and are not allowed to mix with each other, thereby destroying
everything in between. At the same time, they maintain their own properties. It
has never occurred that sweet water turned salty, nor vice versa.

Another exposition of Allah’s power is that He “has created man from water
and has appointed for him relatives by blood and relatives by marriage...”i.e. Allah
created man from a drop of semen. Allah has created sexual passion in humans,
which they satisfy by marrying and begetting children. The marriage also joins
families together and every person thus has two families - his mother’s and his
father’s.
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Allah fosters love between these families, who continue to expand and grow
as they marry into other families. Allah has mentioned just these few signs of His
power and then says, “Your Lord is Ever Powerful.” He has created many more
things that no other can ever hope to match.
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(55) Besides Allah they worship things that do not benefit them, nor harm them.
The disbeliever was ever opposed to his Lord. (56) We have sent you only as a
conveyer of glad tidings and a warner. (57) Say, I do not ask you for any
remuneration except for the person who wishes to tread a path towards his Lord.
(58) Rely only on The Living, Who cannot die and glorify His pfaises. Allah
suffices as the Knower of His bondsmen’s sins. (59) It was He Who created the
heavens, the earth and whatever is between them in six days, and then rose to
the Throne. He is the Most Merciful, so enquire about Him from one who is
knowledgeable. (60) When they are told, “Prostrate to Rahman,” they say, “What
is Rahman? Should we prostrate to what you command us?” Their hatred then
only increases. (61) Blessed is the Being Who created gigantic stars in the sky
and placed the sun and the luminous moon in it. (62) It is He Who has appointed -
the night and the day in succession for the one who intends to take heed or who
intends to be grateful k

ALLAH CREATED-THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH IN SIX DAYS,
AND MADE DAY AND NIGHT SUCCESSORS TO EACH OTHER

Allah depicts the foolishness of the Polytheists when He says, “Besides Allih
they worship things that do not benefit them, nor harm them. The disbeliever was ever
opposed to his Lord.” i.e. he behaves as if he is opposed to Allah because he carries
out the deeds that displease Allah the most. '

The Arabic word “dhahira” (translated above as “opposed to “) actually refers
to an aide or ally. However, when it is used with the conjunction “ala” it would
be translated as “an aide against” someone (thus giving the meaning of an
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opponent).

The verse applies to all the disbelievers. They are constantly plotting against
Islam and are allies of Satan (Shaytin). They are also allied to each other against
the Muslims, irrespective of their religious denominations.

Allah then addresses the Holy Prophet (s «ls & L saying, “We have sent
you only as a conveyer of glad tidings and a warner.” His duty was to propagate the
message of oneness of Allah (Tauhid). Allah exhorts the Holy Prophet «is & i
s not to grieve if anyone rejected the message, for he could not force anyone to
believe.

Allah then instructs the Holy Prophet ol s «ks & o to “Say, I do not ask you
for any remuneration except for (the fact that 1 want to see) the person who wishes to
tread a path towards his Lord (by accepting Islam).” There were no ulterior motives
behind the Holy Prophet’s ..y s & Lo task. It was therefore necessary that
people gave him a hearing and deliberated over his message.

Allah commands the Holy Prophet .- «is & _io further by saying, “Rely
only on The Living (Allah), Who cannot die...” Only Allah can alleviate opposition
and assist against one’s enemies. At the same time, he should fervently “glorify
His praises.” Here the Holy Prophet (L., <k & Lo is commanded never to fail in
Praises (Tasbih) and glorification (Tahmid) because these will draw Allah’s
assistance and aid in removing difficulties.

“Allah suffices as the Knower of His bondsmen’s sins.” Allah will punish people
according to their sins because He knows exactly who opposes His religion and
His the Holy Prophet ¢l ol &1 .

“It was He (Allah) Who created the heavens, the earth and whatever is between
them in six days, and then rose to the Throne...”

The creation of the heavens and the earth in six days is also mentioned in
Surah HaMim Sajdah [Surah 41, verse 12].

The pious predecessors and the Sahabah .4+ 41 ., have mentioned that the
human mind is incapable of perceiving exactly what is meant by this verse and
other such verses, even though the words can be understood. Therefore, we
should believe in them and should not pursue their explanation. Refer to the
commentary of verse 54 of Surah A’raf (Surah 7) for further details.

- When someone asked Imam Malik «ls & i~ the meaning of this verse, be
broke out in a sweat. After a period of silence, he said, “The meaning of the word
is known, the interpretation is beyond understanding, belief in it is compulsory
and questioning it is an innovation.” He then told the questioner, “It seems to me
that you are a deviant person.” Thereafter he removed him from the gathering.
[“Ma’alimut Tanzil” v. 2 p. 165]

“He (Who has been described above) is the Most Merciful so enquire about
Him from one who is knowledgeable.” Allah instructs the Holy Prophet oLy «ls &1 s
to learn more about His attributes from Allah Himself, or from Jibr'il ;5 «l¢, or
the scholars of the previous divine scriptures.

“When they are told, ‘Prostrate to Rahman,’ they say (because of their obstinacy
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and ignorance), ‘What is Rahman? Should we prostrate to what you command us?”
Their arrogance and rebelliousness do not permit them to listen to any other.
Therefore Allah says, “Their hatred then only increases.” Instead of drawing closer,
they grow more distant.

“Blessed is the Being Who created gigantic stars in the sky and placed the sun and
the luminous moon in it. It is He Who has appointed the night and the day in succession
for the one who intends to take heed or intends to be grateful.” Allah draws man’s
attention to the fact that He created everything in the universe and that man
should derive a lesson from all of this. By viewing the greatness of the creation,
he should learn that Allah is even Greater and the True Deity.
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(63) Rahman’s bondsmen are those who walk on earth in humility and, when
the ignorant talk to them, they (excuse themselves) saying, “Peace.” (64) Those
who spend the night in prostrating and standing before their Lord. (65) Those
who say, “O our Lord! Avert the punishment of Hell from us. Verily its
punishment is devastating indeed!” (66) “It is surely an evil residence and
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abode.” (67) Those who, when they spend, are neither extravagant nor miserly,
but are rather stationed in moderation between the two (extremes). (68) Those
who do not call to another deity with Allah, who only kill a soul forbidden by
Allah with a warrant, and who do not fornicate. Whoever perpetrates these shall
meet with a grave punishment... (69) Punishment will be multiplied for him on
the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah) and he shall remain disgraced therein forever...
(70) “...... Save for those who repent, believe and perform good deeds. For such
people Allah will convert their sins into good deeds. Allah is Ever Most
Forgiving, Most Merciful. (71) Whoever repents and performs good deeds has
certainly turned to Allah in earnestness. (72) And those who do not engage in
acts of deceit and, when they pass by frivolous acts, they pass by gracefully. (73)
Those who, when they are reminded by the verses of their Lord, do not fall
down deaf and blind. (74) Those who say, “O our Lord! Accord to us the -
coolness of our eyes from our spouses and children, and make us leaders of the
pious.” (75) These people, because of their steadfastness, shall be rewarded with
balconies, where they will receive prayers of eternal life and peace. (76) They
will abide therein forever. It is surely a beautiful residence and abode. (77) Say,
“My Lord would not concern Himself with you if it had not been for your
supplication. You have surely denied and the consequences will shortly be
realised.’

A DESCRIPTION OF ALLAH’S TRUE BONDSMEN

Allah accords to the pious Believers (Mu'minin) the venerable title of,
“Rahman’s bondsmen.” This is the first description of the pious men. Although all
of mankind are Allah’s slaves, this title is used for those who willingly devote
themselves to Allah’s worship with conviction and sincerity. The title of being
Allah’s slave is the highest honour that any person can achieve. It is with this
title that Allah describes His noblest of creation, The Holy Prophet L., «lc o o,
when He says, “Pure is that Being Who transported His slave by night from Masjidul
Haram to Masjidul Aqgsa...” |Surah Bani Isrd’il (17), verse 1]

Allah describes them further by saying that they are “those who walk on earth
in humility. ..“i.e. without pride and arrogance. Allah says in Surah Bani Isra’il,
“And do not walk haughtily on' earth. You can certainly not cleave the earth, nor can you
reach the mountains in height.” [Surah 17, verse 37]

The third description given of them is that “when the ignorant talk to them,
they (excuse themselves) saying, ‘Peace. ~ When the ignorant want to begin an
argument with them, they excuse themselves and take leave, greeting them with
“Salam” (“Peace”).

Allah says in Surah Qasas , “When they hear futility, they turn away from it
saying, ‘Our deeds are ours and your deeds are yours. We greet you with peace. We do
not” wish to converse with the ignorant.”” In the same strain, Allah says’ in verse 72
of Surah Furqan, “when they pass by frivolous acts, they pass by gracefully.”

They are people who do not waste their time arguing with the ignorant and
never reply to their harsh and rude words. They keep themselves aloof from the
frivolous pastimes of others. This is the typical behaviour of noble and upright
people.
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Allah then describes the fourth quality when he says that they are “Those
who spend the night in prostrating and standing before their Lord. “Their perpetual
worship does not permit them to sleep at nights.

Allah says in Surah Dhariyat, “Verily the abstinent ones shall be in gardens and.
springs receiving .what their Lord confers to them. Indeed these people used to carry out
good deeds before. Little was it that they slept at night and during the closing portions of
the night they would be seeking forgiveness (from Allah).” [Surah 51, verses 15-18]

Allah then mentions their fifth attribute when he says that they are “Those
who say, ‘O our Lord! Avert the punishment of Hell from us. Verily its punishment is
devastating indeed! It is surely an evil residence and abode.” Although .the real
meaning of the word “gharima” (translated above as “devastating”) is
‘incumbent’ and ‘binding,” the above translation has been made because when

unishment becomes incumbent on a person, it will surely annihilate him.
Allah’s pious bondsmen carry out good deeds, refrain from sins and also seek
Allah’s refuge from punishment.

Allah says in Surah Mu’'minan, “...those who spend of what they have been
granted and whose hearts tremble because they have to return to their Lord.” i.e. they
are worried whether their deeds with be accepted or not.

“Those who, when they spend, are neither extravagant nor miserly, but are rather
stationed in moderation between the two -(extremes).” The Shari’ah encourages
moderation in all matters. Just as it is not permissible to spend Lawful (Halal)
wealth in unlawful (Haram) avenues, it is equally not permissible to spend it
wastefully in Lawful (Halal) avenues.

The Holy Prophet (L) «ls & L. said that moderation in spending is half of a
good livelihood. In other words, working to earn a Lawful (Halal) livelihood is
one half of a good livelihood, and the other half will be achieved when this
earned wealth is spent with moderation on oneself, one’s family, parents and the
needy.

Only those people may spend all their wealth for Allah’s pleasure who have
complete reliance on Allah and who will not be affected in any way when
spending in this manner. An example of such a person was Sayyidina Abu Bakr
«¢ & ., He spent everything he had on the military expedition to Tabik. When
the Holy Prophet (L., «ls & L- asked him what he left for his family, he replied,
“I'have left Allah and His Holy Prophet (L., i &l L with them (i.e. the pleasure
of Allah and His Holy Prophet (L., «ls & - is sufficient for them).” [“Mishkat” p.
556] :

Allah then mentions the sixth quality of His sincere bondsmen. He says that
they are “Those who do not call to another deity with Alldh...” i.e. they are not
Polytheists, and adhere fast to oneness of Allah (Tauhid).

Allah continues to describe the seventh and eighth qualities when he says
that they are those who “only kill a soul forbidden by Allih with a warrant, and who
do not fornicate.” They will kill another person only if it is proven that he
murdered another, turned apostate, or committed adultery as a married person.
In each of these cases they will be acting in conformance with the Shari‘ah.
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“Whoever perpetrates these shall meet with a grave punishment...” Certain
commentators have mentioned that the Arabic word “athama (translated above
as “a grave punishment”) is another name for Hell.

“Punishment will be multiplied for him on the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah) and he
shall remain disgraced therein forever...” This verse describes the punishment of a
disbeliever because only the disbelievers will dwell forever in Hell.

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ad «s &\ ., reports that someone asked the
Holy Prophet oL «ls & Lo, “What i is the worst sin?” “That you ascribe partners
to Allah, whereas Allah created you,” was the reply. When the person asked to
know which sin followed, the reply was, “That you kill your children fearing that
they will share your food (for fear of poverty).”

“Which sin comes next?” he asked. The Holy Prophet .., < & L said,
- “That you commit adultery with your neighbour’s wife.” (Although adultery is
always unlawful (Haram), it will be worse when committed with a one’s
neighbour’s wife). It was then that Allah revealed the verse “Those who do not call
to another deity with Allah, who only kill a soul forbidden by Allah with a warrant, and
who do not fornicate.” [Bukhari p. 701]

“....Save for those who repent, believe and perform good deeds. For such people
Allah will convert their sins into good deeds. Allah is Ever Most Forgiving, Most
Merciful.” This verse makes it clear that the doors of repentance are forever open
to the disbelievers as well.

Sayyidina Amr bin Al' As «= & >, reports that when he accepted Islam, he

told the Holy Prophet (L., «\s & Lo that he will pledge his allegiance to the Holy

'Prophet (L., «ls & - on condition that Allah forgives him. Thereupon the Holy

Prophet (L., o= & Lo said, “O Amr! Do you not know that Islam destroys all
(sins) before it?” [Muslim v. 1p. 76]

In the interpretation of the above verse, ‘Ruhul Ma’ani” reports from -
Sayyidina Abu Dharr « i ., that the Holy Prophet (L. ; ls & Lo said, “On the
Day of Judgment (Qiyamah) Allah will instruct that the minor sins of a person be
presented before him, while the major sins be kept aside. When he is asked if he
committed these sins, he will admit to them all, fearing that he will not be able to
reply for the major sins that are still pending. Allah will then command that all
his sins be converted to good deeds.”

“The person will then say, ‘But there are still many more sins that I do not
see here.” (He will say this in anticipation that these will also be converted to
good deeds).” Sayyidina Abu Dharr « & ., says that when the Holy Prophet
ooy ke & Lo said this part, he smiled, causing his blessed teeth to be seen.
[“Mishkat” p. 92]

This hadith tells us that sins will be forgiven and that an equivalent amount
of good deeds will be recorded to the person’s name. This interpretation is
necessary because no sin can become a virtue. Other commentators say that sins
will be forgiven after a person is inspired to repent. They will then be replaced
by his future good deeds. [“Ruhul Ma’ini”]

“Whoever repents and performs good deeds has certainly turned to Alldh in



Al-Furqan 25: 63-77 19 Anwar-ul-Bayan (v.7

carnestness.” Such a person fears Allah’s pt_mishmenf, repents sincerely and
- resolves never to sin again.

Allah then describes the tenth quality of His bondsmen. Allah says that they
are “those who do not engage in acts of deceit...” Acts of deceit refer to all deeds that
are contrary to the Shari’ah. Just as everyone understands that sinful deeds are
forbidden, it should also be understood that it is also forbidden to be present in
gatherings where sins are perpetrated. A Muslim should never go to temples and
ceremonies of the polytheists and-the disbelievers. They must also refrain from
* attending places where singing, dancing and drinking liquor takes place, even
though they may not be participating.

Being present in such places increases the numbers in attendance, which is
also forbidden. Secondly, attending these places causes the heart to darken, to
harden, and decreases one’s capacity to perform good deeds. Frequenting these
places extinguishes all desire for good deeds within one’s heart and makes one
grow accustomed to sin.

The wedding ceremonies that take place nowadays are infested with sin.
Photos, videos, dancing, singing and all other vices pollute the affair, thus
making it unlawful (Hardm) to attend. Muslims should stay far from these
functions for the safety of their Iman.

Other commentators have interpreted the above verse to mean that the
“bondsmen of Rahman” do not give false evidence and testimony. False testimony
is a major sin. In fact, certain Ahadith state that it is the worst of all sins.

Sayyidina Khuraim bin Fatik «= & >, narrates that once after the Fajr Salah,
The Holy Prophet (; < & L. thrice announced, “Giving false testimony is
tantamount to polytheism (shirk)!” Thereafter the Holy Prophet i) ale & Lo
recited the following verse of Surah Hajj “So abstain from the impurity of idols and
abstain from false talk in a state that you are inclined only towards Allah, not ascribing
any partners to Him.” { Abu Dawnd }

"

... when they pass by frivolous acts, they pass by gracefully.” This is the
eleventh quality of the “bondsmen of Rahman.” They detest gatherings in which
people indulge in frivolous and futile things. They pass by without giving it a
second glance. Even if someone from the gatherings invites them to participate,
they ignore the call and hasten by.

“Those who, when they are reminded by the verses of their Lord, do not fall down
deaf and blind.” They pay heed to the advice of the Qur’an, exert themselves to
understand these, and act accordingly. This is the distinctive quality of all
believers (Mu minin).

Describing the thirteenth quality, Allah says that they are “Those who say, ‘O
our Lord! Accord to us the coolness of our eyes from our spouses and children...”’ They
pray to Allah to make their spouses and children pious, obedient and a source of
comfort and solace for them.

Pious people are just as concerned about the spiritual welfare of their
families as they are with their material welfare. They pay attention to the
religious education and upbringing of their children. If children are physically
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sound and healthy, but lacking in their spiritual welfare, they will be a burden
and curse to their parents instead of a blessing.

The “bondsmen of Rahman” also pray to Allah to make them “leaders of the
pious.” It is evident that a person can be a leader of the pious only when he
himself is pious. The “bondsmen of Rahman” do not only pray for their families,
but for themselves as well. They ask Allah to make them righteous enough so
that others may be inspired by their piety and follow suit. This prayer (du’a
)teaches us that there is no harm in supplicating to Allah for spiritual leadership.

After describing the “bondsmen of Rahman” Allah declares, “These people,
because of their steadfastness, shall be rewarded with balconies...”

Allah says in Surah Saba, “For these people there shall be a double reward on
account of what they do, and they shall rest peacefully on balconies.” [Surah 34, verse 37)

Sayyidina Abu Sa’id Khudri « & -, reports that the Holy Prophet & s
¢ 5 «ls said, “Verily, the. people of Heaven will gaze towards the higher balconies
just as you look towards the stars that are far past the easterly and westerly
horizons. This difference will be because of the difference in ranks.” The Sahabah
¢ & o, avlted, “These must be the ranks of the Prophets (>t v¢ds. None will be
able to reach their ranks.”

The Holy Prophet (L. s 4l & Lo said, “I swear by the Being in Whose control
lies my life! These will be those who believe in Allah and in the Prophets .
\.J.” [Bukhari p. 461]

Sayyidina Abu Malik Ash’ari «¢ & >, narrates from the Holy Prophet & L
oy «l= that there are balconies in Heaven, the inside of which can be seen from
outside and vice versa. These are reserved for those people who speak softly,
feed others, fast often and perform Salah by night while others are asleep.

Allah continues to Say that in Heaven, the “bondsmen of Rahman” will “will
receive prayers of eternal life (from the angels) and peace.” The angels will also greet
them with salam, as mentioned in Surah Zumar, “Peace be on you! May you be
pleased. Enter therein to abide forever.” [Surah 39, verse 73]

Allah says in the same strain, “They will abide therein forever. It is surely a
beautiful residence and abode.”

“Say, ‘My Lord would not concern Himself with you if it had not been for your
supplication.”” One of the interpretations of this verse is that it is addressed to the
believers (Mu'minin). Allah tells them that if they were not worshipping Him,
they would have ho value in His estimation.

Allah then addresses the disbelievers saying, “You have surely denied, and the
consequences will shortly be realised (when you will be punished).” Sayyidina
Abdullah bin Mas'iid «s & ., says that the “consequences” refers to the battle of
Badr, where the disbelievers leaders were killed.

WWW W W WWWWWWWWWWWwwwwww
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In the name of Allah, The Beneficent, the Most Merciful.

(1) Ta Sin Mim. (2) These are the verses of the Clear Book. (3) It seems like you
will destroy yourself because they are not believing. (4) If We willed, We would
have revealed a great sign to them from the sky, causing their necks to bow
before it in humility. (5) Whenever any new advice from Compassionate
(Rahmin) comes to them, they are averse to it. (6) They have certainly denied, so
shortly the news of what they used to mock at will come to them. (7) Have they
not Seen the earth and how We cause every impeccable species to grow there?
(8) There is certainly a great sign in this. However, most of them do not believe.
(9) Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful.

CONSOLATION FOR THE HOLY PROPHET uj 4k & Je AND A
WARNING FOR THE DISBELIEVERS

“Ma’alimut Tanzil” (v.3 p. 381) reports that the Holy Prophet (L., <l & o
was extremely distressed when the Polytheists refused to accept his message. To
console him Allah revealed the verse, “It seems like you will destroy yourself because
they are not believing.” Allah tells the Holy Prophet oLy «ls & Lo not to cause
himself so much grief because his duty was merely to convey the message.

“If We willed, We would have revealed a great sign to them from the sky, causing
their necks to bow before it in humility.” Allah says in this verse that He could force
them all to believe. However, Allah has granted every person the choice to do as
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he pleases because there is no compulsion in religion (Islam).

Describing the attitude of the disbelievers, Allah says, “Whenever any new
advice from Rahman comes to them, they are averse to it. They have certainly denied, so
shortly the news (punishment) of what they used to mock at will come to them.” The
author of “Ruhul Ma’ani” says that the punishment for mockery is described. as
“news” because the disbelievers received the news of this pending punishment in
the Qur’an.

Allah then describes His creative power when He says, “Have they not Seen
the earth and how We cause every impeccable species to grow in (from which man and

animal eat)? There is certainly a great sign (denoting Allah’s greatness and oneness
of Allah (Tauhid)) in this. However, most of them do not believe.”

“Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful.” The disbelievers are warned
that Allah certainly has the might to take them to task for their deeds. However,
if they choose to repent and believe it is never too late because Allah can forgive.
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(10) When your Lord called Miisa (telling him) “Go to the oppressive nation...”
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(11) “... The nation of Fir'aun. Do they not fear Allah?” (12) Miisa ¢! &k said,
#Q my Lord! I fear that they will falsify me.” (13) “(And I fear that) my chest
would be constricted and that my tongue will not be able to move. So send for
Harin.” (14) “They also have a charge against me and I fear that they will kill
me.” (15) Allah said, “Never! The two of you should proceed with Our signs. We
are definitely listening well with you two.” (16) “Go to Pharaoh (Firaun) and
tell him, ‘We are messengers of the Lord of the universe... (17) ...(bearing the
message) that you send the Bani Isra’il with us.” (18) Pharaoh (Firaun) said,
#Did we not raise you among us as a newborn child? And did you not live with
us for many years of your life?” (19) “You committed the deed that you did and
you were ungrateful.” (20) Misa ¢3! 4l said, “I.did it at that time when I was
from the mistaken ones.” (21) “I then fled from you people when I feared you.
My Lord then conferred wisdom on me and included me among the apostles.”
(22) “The favour that you remind me of was because you enslaved the Bani
Isra‘il” (23) Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said, “What is the Lord of the universe?” (24) Miisa
gt o said, “The Lord of the heavens, the earth and whatever is between the
two; if you will be convinced.” (25) Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said to those around him,
“Do you hear?” (26) Miisa pX! &l said, “He is your Lord and the Lord of your
forefathers.” (27) Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said, “Indeed your messenger who has been
sent to you is certainly insane.” (28) Miisa X! &Js said, “He is the Lord of the
East, the West and whatever is between the two; if you can un derstand.” (29)
Pharaoh (Firaun) said, “If you take another as a deity besides myself, I shall
definitely make you of the prisoners!” (30) Mjisa sJ! 4l said, “Even if I bring
you a clear proof?” (31) Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said “Bring it if you are truthful.” (32)
So Miisa pJi 44 cast down his staff and it suddenly became a manifest serpent.
(33) And he withdrew his hand, which instantly turned white for all to see.

SAYYIDINA MUSA AND HARUN i Lgle CONVERSE WITH
PHARAOH (FIR’AUN) - :

Sayyidina Musa (..} += was born to a woman of the Bani Isra’il who were
then living in Egypt. Pharaoh (Fir’aun), the Pharaoh of Egypt, was an arch enemy
of the Bani Isra’il. He used to kill the sons born to the Bani Isra’il and keep the
girls in his service. Allah inspired the mother of Sayyidina Musa (..l 4l to place
him in a basket, which was then cast down a river.

Pharaoh’s (Fir'aun’s) wife found the basket and convinced Pharaoh (Fir'aun)
to adopt the child as his own. However, the child refused to suckle from anyone.
Eventually Sayyidina Musa's ¢ <l sister told Pharaoh (Fir’aun) to employ her
mother to suckle the child. This was done, thereby allowing Sayyidina Misa «l
i to be returned to his mother, although temporarily. He grew up in
Pharaoh'’s (Fir'aun’s) palace until he became a young man.

It once occurred that when assisting a person of the Bani Isra’il, Sayyidina
Miisa ¢S «le mistakenly killed a Copt. He was then advised to leave Egypt
when the news spread. He then went to Madyan, where he married and lived for
ten years as a shepherd.

On his return from Madyan after ten years, he was travelling in the desert,
when he saw what appeared to be a fire. Bidding his wife to tarry while he



Surah Ash-Shuara 26: 10-33 24 Anwir-ul-Baxﬁn 5v.7z

collected some flames to stoke a fire of their own, or so that he could find a
guide, he proceeded to the fire. However, it was really not a fire, and it was there
that Allah made him a Prophet. Allah then commanded him to preach-the
message of Tauhid to Pharaoh (Fir’aun) and his people.

Allah told him, “Go to the oppressive nation, the nation of Pharaoh (Fir'aun). Do
they not fear Allah?” Miisa . «Js said, ‘O my Lord! I fear that they will falsify me.
(And I fear that) my chest would be constricted and that my tongue will not be able to
move. So send for Hariin (so that he could assist me in the task).

Sayyidina Miisa ;> ke continued to beseech Allah saying, “They also have a
charge against me (because I killed the Copt) and I fear that they will kill me.”

Allah accepted the request of Sayyldma Misa ¢S ale and made Sayyldma
Haran ¢ «le a Prophet as well and said in reply to Sayyidina Miusa’s s «le
apprehensions, “Never! (They will never be able to kill you) The two of you should
proceed with Our signs. We are definitely listening well with you two. Go to Pharaoh
(Fir'aun) and tell him, ‘We are messengers of the Lord of the universe (bearing the
message) that you send the Bani Isra’il with us.”

Sayyidina Musa ¢Sl 4l then took Sayyidina Harun ¢ «le with him to
pharaoh (Fir‘aun). Upon reaching Egypt, they proceeded to convey the message
to pharaoh (Fir‘aun). Thereupon, “Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said, ‘Did we not raise you
among us as a newborn child? And did you not live with us-for many years of your life?
You committed the deed that you did and (by killing the Copt. You were supposed to have
been grateful to us for our favours on you. However) you were ungrateful.”

Confessing to his error, ‘Miisa ¢S < said, ‘I did it at that time when I was
from the mistaken ones. “’The death of the Copt was a sheer accident. However, the
Copts were unforgiving and resolved to execute Sayyidina Miisa St ale.
Referring to this, he told pharaoh (Fir'aun), ‘I then fled from you people when I feared
you. My Lord then conferred wisdom on me and included me among the apostles.”

Sayyidina Misa ¢! «le continued to tell Pharaoh (Fir'aun), “The favour that
you remind me of was because you enslaved the Bani Isrd’il.” In this brief statement,
Sayyidina Misa ¢ ke tells pharaoh (Fir'aun) that he was forced to raise
Sayyidina Miisa (>l «le as a child because of his oppressive behaviour towards
the Bani Isra’il. If he had not started killing the boys of the Bani Isra’il and
enslaving the others, Sayyidina Musa’s (5. «lc mother would not have cast her
child into the river. Pharaoh’s (Fir'aun’s) wife would thén never have found him
and convinced her husband to raise him. :

Pharaoh (Fir'aun) reminded Sayyidina Miisa ¢ «le of the one person
whom he killed by mistake, yet he never thought to mention the thousands that
he killed oppressively. Pharaoh (Fir'aun) sought to conceal his atrocities by
mentioning his one favour to Sayyidina Miisa ¢ als.

Pharaoh (Fir'aun) claimed to be the Lord of the universe. Therefore, when
Sayyidina Miisa and Hartn ¢ «le told him, ‘We are the messengers of the Lord of
the universe,” he asked them “What is the Lord of the universe?” With the question,
he started to interrogate the two messengers so that his courtiers could be
satisfied with him. Some questions have also been mentioned in verses 49 to 53
of Surah TaHa (Surah 20).
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In response to his first question, “Miisa . o said, ‘(The Lord of the
universe is) The Lord of the heavens, the earth and ihatever is between the two;
if you will be convinced.

Since his courtiers had never heard this before, Pharaoh (Fir’aun) laughingly

said to them. “Do you hear?” Sayyidina Musa ¢} «is added by saying about

Allah that “He is your Lord and the Lord of your forefathers.” Dumbstruck by this

assertion, all Pharaoh (Fir'aun) could say to hls courtiers was, “Indeed your

messenger who has been sent to you is certainly insane.” Here Pharaoh (Fir’aun) used

the same line against Allah’s Holy Prophets that other nations used to say about
the other Prophets Sl gl

“Miisa - a)e said, ‘He is the Lord of the East, the West and whatever is between
the two; if you can understand (then accept what we say) Adopting the stance of
tyrants who are unable to hold their own without using force, “Fir‘oun said, ‘If
you take another as a deity besides myself I shall definitely make you of the prisoners!™

Undeterred by Pharaoh’s (Fir'aun’s) threats, “Miisa (S «le said, ‘(Will you
imprison me) Even if I bring you a clear proof?’ Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said, ‘Bring it if
you are truthful.

“So Miisa ¢ «le cast down his staff and it suddenly became a manifest serpent.
And he withdrew his hand, which instantly turned (shining) white for all to see.” These
were two of the miracles that Allah had given to Sayyidina Misa ¢l 4le.

Ibn Kathir (v. 3 p. 233) reports that Sayyidina Misa’s ¢S «le hand shone as
bright as a piece of the moon. Thereafter Pharaoh (Fir'aun) called for his
magicians to challenge Sayyidina Misa ¢ «ls, as will be presently’ explained.
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(34) Pharaoh (Firaun) said to the ministers around him, “This is certainly a
knowledgeable magician.” (35) “.....He intends to expel you from your land with
his magic. What do you advise?” (36) They replied, “Grant him and his brother
respite while you dispatch recruiters to the towns...” (37) “...who will bring
every learned magician to you.” (38) So the magicians were gathered for an
appointment on the specified day. (39) The people were asked, “Have you all
gathered?” (40) “Perhaps we should follow the magicians if they emerge as
victors.” (41) When the magicians came, they asked Pharaoh (Fir'aun), “Shall we
receive any prize if we are victorious?” (42) Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said, “Certainly!
Then you shall be from those who are close to me.” (43) Miisa pJ! &l said,
“Throw what you wish to throw.” (44) So they threw their ropes and staffs
saying, “By Pharaoh’s (Firaun’s) honour! We shall certainly be the victors!” (45)
Then Miisa threw his staff, which instantly swallowed what they conjured. (46)
The magicians were cast down in prostration. (47) They submitted, “We believe
in the Lord of the universe... (48) “... in the Lord of Miisa and Hariin.” (49)
Pharaoh (Firaun) said, “Have you believed in him before I could permit you?
He must certainly be your leader who has taught you magic! You shall shortly
come to learn! I will amputate your hands and feet from opposite sides and
crucify all of you!” (50) They said, “It matters not. We shall surely return to our
Lord.” (51) “We desire that our Lord forgive our sins because we have been the
first believers.” '

- PHARAOH (FIR’AUN) CALLS THE MAGICIANS TO CHALLENGE
SAYYIDINA MUSA ¢ ok, BUT THEY ARE DEFEATED AND
BELIEVE IN ALLAH

Pharaoh (Fir'aun) was unable to reply to Sayyidina Misa i «le, but

needed to maintain his sway over the people. Therefore, “Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said

- to the ministers around him, ‘This is certainly a knowledgeable magician. He intends
to expel you from your land with his magic. What do you advise?”’

According to Surah A’raf, the ministers made the above statement. There is
no contradiction here because people always say what their leaders say. It is
therefore probable that they merely repeated what Pharaoh (Fir’aun) said.

The ministers then offered their advice by saying to Pharaoh (Fir'aun),
“Grant him and his brother respite while you dispatch recruiters to the towns who will
bring every learned magician to you.”

Surah Taha mentions that Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said to Sayyidina Miisa ¢l 4L,
“arrange an appointment between us, that neither us nor you will violate. Fix an open
plain for this.” Miisa > «)e said, “Your appointment shall be on the day of adornment,
and the people should be gathered at midmorning.” [Surah 20, verses 58, 59]

Everyone was gathered on an open plain on the day and the news of
Sayyidina Musa and Harun’s (..} kle message of oneness of Allah (Tauhid) had
already spread. People had been talking that they would follow the way of the
victor. They said that they would follow the beliefs of the magicians if they won



the contest. They alse had it in mind to follow Sayyidina Musa ¢ = if he won,
put they never mentioned this out of fear for Pharaoh (Fir'aun) himself. It is for
this reason that they indirectly indicated to this by adding the word “Perhaps” in
their statement, when they said, “Perhaps we shall follow the magicians if they emerge
as victors. '

Like all people whose interests are restricted to this world, the first thing
that the magicians asked Pharaoh (Fir'aun) was, “Shall we receive any prize if we are
victorious? ‘Certainly!” replied Fir'oun, “You will not only be handsomely
~ rewarded, but “you shall be from those who are close t6 me.”

When the contest began, the magicians asked “O Miisa! Either you throw, or
we be first to throw.” ‘Musa (> «ls said, ‘Throw what you wish to throw.” So they
threw their ropes and staffs saying, ‘By Fir'oun’s honour! We shall certainly be the
victors!

“Then Miisa threw his staff which (became a large serpent that) instantly
swallowed what they conjured.” When the magicians saw that Sayyidina Misa’s «le
L serpent swallowed all the snakes that they had conjured, they realised that
he was not a magician because none could be better than them. They realised
that he must be Allah’s Prophet because such a demonstration can be possible
only with Allah’s help. This conviction caused them to be “cast down in ptostration
(whereupon) they submitted, ‘We believe in the Lord of the universe, in the Lord of Miisa
.and Harin.””

Pharaoh (Fir'‘aun) was now belittled because the very people whom he
employed to falsify Sayyidina Miisa ¢4 «l and Sayyidina Hartn (3. <= had
now become their followers. To save face, he therefore resorted to threatening
them. He told them, “Have you believed in him before I could permit you?” He was so
besotted by his authority that he even wished to be master of their thoughts and
heartfelt inclinations. Many leaders wish to force their subjects into conforming
to their beliefs, whereas this is not in their control.

He then told them, “He [Sayyidina Mitsa )\ «le] must certainly be your leader
who has taught you magic (because of which you allowed him to be victorious)! You shall
shortly come to learn! I will amputate your hands and feet from opposite sides and
crucify all of you!” »

Since they now possessed the courage of Belief (Iman), the magicians were
undeterred by Pharaoh’s (Fir'aun’s) threats. “They said, ‘It matters not. We shall
surely return to our Lord.” They were convinced that Allah would reward them for
their Belief (Iman) and determination, They continued to say, “We desire that our

Lord forgive our sins because we have been the first believers (among all those present at
that time).” ‘
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(52) We sent revelation to Miisa saying, “Lead My bondsmen away by night.
You will certainly be followed.” (53) Pharaoh (Firaun) sent recruiters to the
towns. (54) “They are but a small group...” (55) “. ..who have certainly infuriated
us...” (56) “...when we are an alert force.” (57) So We removed them from
gardens and springs... (58) “... And from treasures and a splendid setting. (59)
This is how it was. And We made the Bani Isra‘il successors to them. (60).So at
sunrise, they pursued them. (61) When the two parties set eyes on each other,
Miisa ‘s people said, “We will surely be apprehended.” (62) “Never!” replied
Miisa, “My Lord is with me and He will certainly guide me.” (63) So We sent
revelation to Miisa telling him, “Strike the sea with your staff.” It then split
open, each portion being like a huge mountain. (64) On that occasion We drew
the others closer. (65) And We rescued Miisa and all those who were with him.
(66) Then We drowned the others. (67) There is certainly a great sign in this.
However, most of them do not believe. (68) Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most
Merciful.

ALLAH COMMANDS SAYYIDINA MUSA Pt o TO LEAD HIS

PEOPLE AWAY AT NIGHT THEY ARE PURSUED, BUT PHARAOH
(FIR’AUN) AND HIS PEOPLE ARE EVENTUALLY DROWNED

Allah says that He “sent revelation to Miisa saying, ‘Lead My bondsmen away by
night.”” However, Allah warned him by saying, “You will certainly be followed.”
Allah also reassured Sayyidina Miusa (3. «ls by telling him that even if he is
followed, he should never fear anything. Allah says in verse 77 of Surah TaHa

(Surah 20), “Neither should you fear anyone pursuing you, nor should you have any
other fear.”

Pharaoh (Fir'aun) always feared that the Bani Isra’il would soon leave
Egypt, so he hastily tried to muster a force to restrain them. Allah says, “Pharaoh
* (Fir'aun) sent recruiters to the towns.” To reassure his soldiers that they have
nothing to fear, he told them that the Bani Isra1l “are but a small group...”

To incite them further he told them that the Bani Isra'il are people “who have
certainly infuriated us (by many acts that they have carried out. We cannot allow
them to escape, because) we are an alert force.” Other commentators like Sayyidina
Abdullah bin Mas"ad « & ., have interpreted this statement to mean that they
are a well-equipped and well-armed force.

However, Pharaoh (Fir’aun) and his army were delayed and caught up with
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the Bani Isrd'il only when the latter were at the coast. The day was already bright
when the two armies caught sight of each other.

Allah says, “So at sunrise, they pursued them. When the two parties set eyes on

. each other, Miisa’s people said (when they saw the overwhelming strength of

Pharaoh’s (Fir'aun’s) army), ‘We will surely be apprehended.” ‘Never!’ replied Miisa,
‘My Lor. is with me and He will certainly guide me.

Allah says that He “sent revelation to Miisa telling him, 'Strike the sea with your
staff’ It then split open (into many paths), each portion (path) being (being bounded by
walls of water that were each) like a huge mountain.”

"The Bani Isra’il crossed the sea. Pharaoh (Fir‘aun) and his army did not stop
to think what was the cause of this unusual spectacle. If they had stopped to
think about it, they would also have realised that Sayyidina Misa . 4l was
Allah’s true messenger. Even if they believed at that moment, they could have
been saved from destruction. However, they blindly observed the spectacle and
then charged behind the Bani Isra‘il.

As the Bani Isra‘il reached the other shore, the waters again converged and
drowned Fir'oun and- his entire army. Allah says in verses 90 and 91 of Surah
Yunus (Surah 10), “Until (the time came when) Pharaoh (Fir’aun) began to drown, he
said, ‘I believe that there is no deity except Him in Whom the Bani Isrd’il believe, and 1
am from those who surrender. - Allah then told him, “Do you believe now? When you
were disobedient before and among the corrupters?”

Pharaoh (Fir'aun) thought that he would soon seize the Bani Isra‘il and that
he would return to his pleasures. Little did he know that this would not be. He
was never to enjoy the pleasures that he was accustomed to. Allah says about
him and his army, “So We removed them from gardens and springs. And from
treasures and a splendid setting.”

With regard to his plight in the Hereafter, Allah says in verses 98 and 99 of
Surah Hud (Surah 11), “He will lead his people on the Day of Judgement and enter
them into the Fire. It is an evil place indeed in which they shall be entered. Curse has
been made to pursue them in this world and in the Hereafter as well. It will be an evil
prize that they will receive.”

After mentioning that Pharaoh’s (Fir'aun’s) people were deprived of all their
worldly pleasures, Allah says, “This is how it was. And We made the Bani Isrd'il
successors to them.” The commentators Wahidi «= & i~, and Sayyidina Hasan
Basri +lc & 2~ say that Allah allowed the Bani Isra‘il to return to Egypt and enjoy
the pleasures once possessed by the Copts. Other commentators have mentioned
that the Bani Israil returned to take possession of the wealth that belonged to the
Copts, after which they headed for Sham (Syria) with Sayyidina Miisa (Sl le.

Another group of commentators are of the opinion that the Bani Isra‘il did
Teturn to rule Egypt, but only during the time of Sayyidina Sulayman ) «le. In
my humble opinion, this is the best interpretation. The verses do not restrict the

Occurrence to any specific time, so the Bani Isra’il could well have returned after
many years.

“There is certainly a great sign in this. However, most of them do not believe.



Anwar-ul-Bayan

Surah Ash-Shuara 26 69-89

Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful.” Allah has the power to punish and
reward. The believers (Mu’minin) fear His punishment and hope for His mercy.
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(69) Recite to them the incident of Ibrahim. (70) When he said to his people and
to his father, “What do you worship?” (71) They replied, “We worship idols and
we are devoted to them.” (72) He asked, “Do they hear you when you call to
them?” (73) “Or can they benefit or harm you?” (74) They replied, “But we found
our forefathers doing the same.” (75) He said, “Do you see what you worship...”
(76) “. . .you and your forebears...” (77) “... They are all my enemies, except the
Lord of the universe.” (78) “... Who has created me and Who guides me.” (79) “...
Who feeds me and gives me drink.” (80)“.... And who cures me when I am ill.”
(81) “... Who will grant me death and then revive me.” (82) “...Whom I hope will
forgive my shortcomings on the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah).” (83) “O my Lord!
Confer on me wisdom and join me with the righteous.” (84) “. . .And maintain a
favourable word for me among those who are to come.” (85) “...And make me
from the inheritors of the bounteous Heaven.” (86) “Forgive my father, for he is
among those who have deviated.” (87) “Do not humiliate me on the Day when
people will be resurrected.” (88) “...The day when neither wealth nor sons will
be of any avail.” (89) “.....Besides for him who comes to Allah with a sincere
heart.”

SAYYIDINA IBRAHIM phdi als PREACHES ONENESS OF ALLAH
(TAUHID) TO HIS PEOPLE AND SUPPLICATE S TO ALLAH

Numerous verses of the Qur’an mention the debates that Sayyidina Ibrahim
L le had with his people and with his father. A similar discussion as the one
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above is narrated in Surah Anbiya as well. In the foregoing verse’, Allah instructs
the Holy Prophet ¢l «le & Lo saying, “Recite to them the incident of Ibrahim.”

Sayyidina Ibrahim (. «ls “said to his people and to his father, ‘What do you
worship?”’ Although he was aware of the fact that they worshipped idols, he
asked them the question so that they admit it and so that he could pose further
questions to them in order to convince them of their foolishness.

“They replied, “We worship idols and we are devoted to them.” Sayyidina Trahim
S ol then asked them, “Do they hear you when you call to them (for assistance)? Or
can they benefit (when you worship them) or harm you (when you do not)?” ‘

Unable to find an answer, they rephed like all polytheists do by saying, “But
we found our forefathers doing the same.” They were blindly following the pracnces '
of their forefathers even though the truth was before them.

Sayyidina Ibrahim (3. «ls told them, “Do you see what you (and your
forebears) worship? They are all my enemies, except the Lord of the universe.” They
will lead one to the eternal punishment of Hell.

Sayyidina Ibrahim ¢ «ls then proceeded to describe Allah to them. He
mentioned that Allah is He:

0 “Who has created me and Who guides me.”

Q@ “Who feeds me and gives me drink.”

Q “Who cures me when I am ill.”

[ “Who will grant me death and then revive me.”

0 “Who I hope will forgive my shortcomings on the Day of
Judgment (Qiyamah).”

By saying this, Sayyidina Ibrahim (>..J\ «lc hoped to impress upon the minds
of his people that Allah has all these qualities and more, whereas their idols do
not possess a single one of these. By making the last statement, he taught them
that Allah is Most Forgiving and will even forgive the polytheists if they
sincerely repent.

The statement is also a lesson for the believers (Mu’minin) because they
should contemplate that if a Prophet of Allah ¢S s considered himself to have
shortcomings, they are more needy of Allah’ s forgiveness and should repent
more.

The verses then describe certain supplications of Sayyidina Ibrahim ¢3! «ls.
He said, “O my Lord! Confer on me wisdom...” ‘Wisdom” refers to perfect
understanding and knowledge. It may also refer to the knowledge of Allah’s
injunctions and His attributes. Other commentators have mentioned that it refers
to Prophethood. [“Ruhul Ma’éni” v. 19 p. 98]

-.and join me with the righteous.” The ‘Salihin” (Righteous people) are
those who have been accepted by Allah. Knowledge and deeds are worthless if
Allah does not accept them. It is for this reason that Sayyidina Ibrahim () als
asked Allah for this in addition to the du’a for knowledge.

Sayyidina Ibrahim (Sl «le prayed further saying, “And maintain a favourable
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word for me among those who are to come.” He asked Allah to make the forthcoming
Prophet (3L «ls and their Ummahs remember him in good faith. Allah accepted
this du’a of his and all the nations after him revere him and hold him in high
esteem. It is no secret that the Ummah of the Holy Prophet (L3 ks & _L- have a
especially high regard for him.

Allah even addresses the Holy Prophet (.., «k & Lo in the Qur'an saying,
“Then We sent revelation to you that, ‘Follow the creed of Ibrahim. “* The Ummah of
the Holy Prophet (L., <= & . remember Sayyidina Ibrahim (st <l when they
say in the final sitting posture of every Salah, “O Allah! Convey Your special
mercies on Muhammad L, s & L. and on the family of Muhammad <k &
- like you have conveyed these on Sayyidina Ibrahim (> +k and the family of
Sayyidina Ibrahim ¢St «le.”

Sayyidina Ibrahym (3L «le prayed further by saying, “And make me from the
inheritors of the bounteous Heaven.” This teaches us that a person should continue
to ask for Heaven irrespective of hioner piety.

“Forgive my father, for he is among those who have deviated.” He prayed that
Allah should guide his father to accept oneness of Allah (Tauhid), thereby
qualifying himself for forgiveness. The details of this prayer (du’d) have been
discussed in the commentary of verse 114 of Surah Tauba (Surah 9) and verse 41
of Surah Ibrahim (Surah 14).

“Do not humiliate me on the Day when people will be resurrected; the day when
neither wealth nor sons will be of any avail, besides for him who comes to Allah with a
whole heart.” Together with supplicating for Heaven, one should also seek refuge
from being disgraced on the Day of Judgment ( Qiyamah) by suffering
punishment.

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra « & ., reports from the Holy Prophet ks & s
¢k that Sayyidina Ibrahim () «ls will meet his father Azar on the Day of
Judgment (Qiyamah). His father’s face will be dark and dreary. Sayyidina
Ibrahim 5. ol will tell his father, “Did I not tell you that you should not
disobey me?” His father will reply, “If you command me to follow you now, I
will do so.”

Sayyidina Ibrahim (> «le will then supplicate to Allah saying, “O Allah!
You promised me that you will not humiliate me on the Day of Judgment
(Qiyamah). What humiliation can be greater than the fact that my father is
destroyed?” Allah will tell him, “I have forbidden Heaven for the disbelievers. O
Ibrahim! Look down.” When he will look down, he will see a filthy, hairy
scorpion (which was once his father). The scorpion will then be flung into Hell.
[Bukhari p. 473]

When Sayyidina Ibrahim ¢ «l= will see the despicable condition of his
father, he will detest it greatly and forget any humiliation.

Sayyidina Ibrahim 3. +ls describes the Day of Judgement as “the day when
neither wealth nor sons will be of any avail.” This is a great lesson for those who are
besotted with earning the things of this world without caring for Lawful (Halal)
and unlawful (Haram) means. In the process they discard the obligations
(Fara’idh) and Compulsories practices of religion. They should remember that all
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this will destroy them on the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah). However, if they earn
their wealth lawfully and spend it in lawful and meritorious avenues, they will
see the fruits of it on the Day of Jud}gement.

Sayyidina Ibrahim (L1 4le says that wealth and children will only assist the
person “who comes to Allah with a sincere heart.”

Note: “And maintain a favourable word for me among those who are to come.”
This prayer (du’a) of Sayyidina Ibrahim L. «ls teaches us that it is
necessary for a believer (Mu’min) to desire that his name must not be
smothered in this world. Although none of his deeds should be
carried out with the intention of attaining fame, he also ask Allah to
preserve his name. None can be more sincere than the Holy Prophet
pley ade & Jo, yet he prayed to Allah saying, “O Allah! Make me
small in my own eyes, but elevated in the eyes of the people.”

This prayer (du’a) of the Holy Prophet (L., «l i - is'an effective antidote to
the roison of pride, because a person will then not think too highly of himself
and will not look down on others.

Every person should make an attempt to always clear his name of any
suspicion. This is especially important for people who are known to be pious or
holding some position in society. People are incorrect when they merely brush
off any suspicion on themselves by saying that the slanderers will be punished
for their slander. They should make a concerted effort to clear their names so that
the stigma does not taint their reputation. If they do not do this, they will be
casting people into further sin by giving them a greater opportunity to backbite.
In addition to this they will be unable to preach to people.
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(90) Heaven will be brought close to the pious.. (91) .. while Hell will be
revealed to the deviant ones. (92) They will be told, “Where are those whom you
worshipped...” (93) “...besides Allah? Can they assist you or protect you?” (94)
They will all be thrown headlong therein, together with those gone astray... (95)
- and the entire army of Satan (Iblis). (96) While disputing there, they will say...

(97) ..“By Allah! We were certainly in manifest error...” (98) “...when we equated
you to the Lord of the universe. (99) “Only the criminals led us astray.” (100)



Thereafter, “They will all be thrown headlong therein, together with those
gone astray and the entire army of Satan (Iblis).”

“While disputing there (in Hell), they will say, ‘By Allah! We were certainly
in manifest error when we equated you to the Lord of the universe.” Swearing by
Allah, they will admit to their folly. They will also admit to their blind following
and say, “Only the criminals led us astray.”

Realising that they cannot escape the imminent doom ahead, they will say,
“Now there is no intercessor for us, and no bosom friend either. If only we were
given the chance to return (to the world). Then we would have been from the
believers (and discarded our heretic beliefs).”

Allah then repeats His announcement when He says, “There is certainly a
great sign in this. However, most of them do not believe. Verily your Lord is
Mlghty the Most Merciful.”
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“Now there is no intercessor for us...” (101) “... and no bosom friend either.”
(102) “If ox'lly we were given the chance to return. Then we would have been
from the believers.” (103) “There is certainly a great sign in this. However, most
.of them do not believe.” (104) Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful.

THE REMORSE AND DISPUTES OF THE PEOPLE IN HELL, WHEN
THEY WISH TO BE RETURNED TO THE WORLD

The above verses depict the scene on the Day of Judgement. Allah begins
by saying that, on the Day of Judgment (Qiyimah), “Heaven will be brought
close to the pious, while Hell will be revealed to the deviant ones.” The pious
people will be exuberant, while the others will be filled with fear. The
disbelievers will then be asked, “Where are those whom you worshipped
besides Allah? Can they assist you or protect you (from the pending
punishment)?”
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(105) The people of Nith denied the apostles. (106) When their brother Niih said
to them, “Do you not fear?” (107) “I am certainly a trustworthy messenger to
you. (108) “So fear ‘Allah and obey me.” (109) “I do not ask you for any
remuneration for this. My remuneration is the responsibility of Allah, the Lord
of the universe.” (110) “So fear Allah and obey me.” (111) They replied, “Should
we believe in you when the lowest of people follow you?” (112) He said, “Why
should I be concerned about their deeds?” (113) “Their reckoning is the duty of

my Lord. If only you would perceive!” (114) “I shall never discard the believers.
(115) “I am merely a clear warner.” (116) They said, “O Niih! If you do not desist,
you will certainly be of those who are stoned.” (117) Niih ¢ 44 said, “0 my
Lord! My people have falsified me.” (118) “So decide between me and them, and
rescue myself and those believers who are with me. (119) So We rescued him
and those with him in a brimming ark. (120) Thereafter We drowned the rest.
(121) There is certainly a great sign in this. However, most of them do not
believe. (122) Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful.

SAYYIDINA NUH @' 4 PREACHES ONENESS OF ALLAH

(TAUHID) TO HIS PEOPLE, BUT THEY REJECT HIM AND ARE
FINALLY DROWNED IN THE FLOODS

After citing the incident of Sayyidina Ibrahim (. «le, Allah continues to
narrate the stories of many other Prophets (L)l .¢le. The first of these is
Sayyidina Nih (i «le, followed by those of Sayyidina Hid i «le, Sayyidina
Galih ¢t ale, Sayyidina Lit ¢l «le and Sayyidina Shu’ayb ¢Sl 4le.

Sayyidina Nith M 4l advised his people to abstain from polytheism
(shirk), telling them that he is “certainly a trustworthy messenger” to them because
he is only conveying to them what he has been instructed by Allah. Therefore, he
told them, “So fear Allah and obey me. I do not ask you for any remuneration for this
(i.e. for my efforts in propagation). My remuneration is the responsibility of Allah,
the Lord of the universe. So fear Allah and obey me.” He exhorted them to reflect
upon his position and consider why he is making such a great effort without any
worldly motives.

Sayyidina Nith ¢ «ls exerted him self in preaching to them for 950 years,
but only a few accepted his message. One of the excuses that the people used for
not accepting his message was that they said, “Should we believe in you when the
lowest of people follow you?”

They detested associating with' the lower classes, just as the polytheists of
Makkah felt. They therefore indicated that they would believe in him only if he
disassociated with those of the lower classes of society. The polytheists of
Makkah also wanted the Holy Prophet (L., <l & e to disassociate himself from
certain Sahabah ¢ & >, like Sayyidina Bilal «= & o, Sayyldlna Suhayb & .,
«¢, Sayyidina Ammar «+ & ., and others.

Sayyidina Nith S\ «l replied by saying, “Why should I be concerned about
their deeds?” In this statement he made it clear to them that he was not concerned
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about the occupations of people, even though others may consider it to be low
and mean. The criteria are belief (Iman) and good deeds. Allah takes these two
things into account when judging people and not their worldly occupations.

He told them, “Their reckoning is the duty of my Lord. If only you would
perceive!” Allah will decide their status on the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah) in
accordance to their Belief (Iman) and good deeds. By saying this, he also alluded
to the fact that they must be conscious about their own fate on the day of.:
Judgement.

He then made it clear to them that he will never pander to their wishes by
telling them, I shall never discard the believers. I am merely a clear warner.” He told
them that his duty was to inform them of Allah’s commands, which he had
accomplished. '

Some commentators have mentioned that the nation of Sayyidina Nuh «l
S meant to tell him that the lower class people were not sincere believers, but
followed him for ulterior motives. It was in reply to this allegation that he told
them, “Why should I be concerned about their deeds (i.e. their inner motives. I shall
believe in what I can see of them)?” He told them further that only Allah can judge
the inner condition of people because “Their reckoning is the duty of my Lord. If only
you would perceive (the laws of Religion, then you would have understood this)!”

Unable to argue any further, “They said, ‘O Nuh! If you do not desist, you will
certainly be of those who are ston~d.”” Surah Had . [Surah 11, verses 25-35] and Surah
Nh [Surah 71, verses 1-23] make mention of other arguments that the people had
with Sayyidina Nih ¢ ale.

After an extremely trying and difficult period of 950 years, Sayyidina Nih's
L ale patience could not take any more. It was only then that he finally
supplicated to Allah saying, “O my Lord! My people have falsified me. So decide
between myself and them (by punishing them), and rescue myself and those believers who
are with me.”

Allah then instructed him to build an ark and, when it was completed,
water began to flood the earth from beneath and above it. Allah commanded the
people on the ark saying, “Embark upon it! With the name of Allah shall it travel and
anchor. Surely my Lord is the Most Forgiving, the Most Merciful.” Allah says, “So We
rescued him and those with him in a brimming ark. Thereafter We drowned the rest.”
The entire episode is recounted in Surah A‘raf [Surah 7, verses 59-64] and Surah
Hud [Surah 11, verse 25-49].

Note: Allah mentions in the beginning, “The people of Niih denied the apostles.”
Although only one Prophet was sent to them [viz. Sayyidina Nuh le
L], Allah uses the plural form by saying “apostles” instead of
“apostle.” This is so because denying one Prophet is tantamount to
denying all of them, since all of them preached the same message of
oneness of Allah (Tauhid). Therefore, denying the oneness of Allah
(Tauhid) preached by one Prophet is the same as denying the message
propagated by all of them. ‘

In addition, every Prophets (i i instructed his Ummah to believe in the
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Prophets >4 o4de after him. Therefore, by denying the message of any Prophet,
people also deny this instruction, and will deny all the other Prophets (>t w4 as

well.
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(123) The Ad denied the apostles. (124) When their brother Had fMl s told
them, “Do you not fear?” (125) “I am certainly a trustworthy messenger to you.”
(126) “So fear Allah and obey me.” (127) “I do not ask you any remuneration for
this. My remuneration is the responsibility of Allah, the Lord of the universe.”

. (128) “Do you build a monument on every elevated place for sport?” (129) “And
do you construct large palaces so that, perchance, you may live forever?” (130)
“...And, when you seize control, you seize like tyrants.” (131) So fear Allah and
obey me. (132) “Fear the Being Who has strengthened you with the things that
you know...” (133) “.....He has strengthened you with animals, sons...” (134) “....
orchards and springs.” (135) “Undoubtedly I fear for you the punishment of a
great day.” (136) They replied, “It is immaterial to us whether you advise us or
whether you are not from the advisors.” (137) “This is rherely the behaviour of .
the old men.” (138) “We shall never be punished.” (139) They falsified him so
We destroyed them. There is certainly a great sign in this. However, most of
them do not believe. (140) Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful.

SAYYIDINA HUD phdi ks IS SENT TO HIS NATION, BUT THEY -
DENY HIM

Sayyidina Had ¢\ «l= was sent as the Prophet to his nation, called the Ad.
However, they behaved just like the people of Sayyidina Nith L «ls. He told
them, “Do you not fear? I am certainly a trustworthy messenger to you. So fear Allih
and obey me. I do not ask you any remuneration for this. My remuneration is the
responsibility of Allah, the Lord of the universe.”

The Ad were an extremely powerful nation, as described in Surah A'raf,
Where Sayyidina Had ) ol told them that Allah had increased them
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“Considerably in stature” compared to other nations. Allah says about them in
Surah Fajr .“Any One like them was not created in the cities.”

Sayyidina Huad L) «le asked them, “Do you build a monument on every
elevated place for sport?” Allama Qurtubi «ls & a~, writes that they used to sit on
these huge monuments and poke fun at passing travellers. They also constructed
such large and fortified palaces that a person would think that they are to live
there eternally. It is in reference to this that Sayyidina Had ¢ «ls told them,
“And do you construct large palaces so that, perchance, you may live forever?”

Certain commentators have interpreted the verse to mean that they built
these huge palaces with the hope that they would live eternally. Others interpret
it to mean that they built these palaces so that they do not have to worry about
death reaching them there.

Sayyidina Had ¢ «le also told them, “And, when you seize control, you seize
like tyrants.” Because of their enormous stature and build, they grew very
arrogant and used to exclaim, “Who can be more powerful than us?” Therefore, they
plundered many cities and mercilessly slaughtered the people there.

“So fear Allah and obey me. Fear the Being Who has strengthened you with the
things that you know. He has strengthened you with animals, Sons, orchards and
springs.” It is therefore necessary that they be grateful to Allah and worship Him.

Sayyidina Had ¢4 s compassionately warned them saying, “Undoubtedly I
fear for you the punishment of a great day.” Like the day, the punishment will also
be severe.

Not heeding what he said, “They replied, ‘It is immaterial to us whether you
advise us or whether you are not from the advisors (we will do as we please. As for
the things you warn us about,) this is merely the behaviour of the old men.” They
meant to tell him that Judgment day (Qiyamah) would never come despite the
warmngs of the previous generations. They also added, “We shall never be
punished.”

“They falsified him so We destroyed them.” They were then destroyed by a
severe windstorm which blew relentlessly for seven nights and eight days. The
details of their punishment are mentioned in Surah HaMim Sajdah, Surah Ahqaf
, Surah Dhariyat, Surah Qamar and Surah Al Haqa.

Allah then repeats a previous statement, “There is certainly a great sign in this.
However, most of them do not believe. Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful.”
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(141) The Thamud denied the apostles. (142) When their brother Salih told them,
“Do you not fear?” (143) “I am certainly a trustworthy messenger to you.” (144)
#Go fear Allih and obey me.” (145) “I do not ask you for any remuneration for '
this. My remuneration is the responsibility of Allah, the Lord of the universe.”
(146)' “Will you be left in peace with what is here?” (147) “.... In orchards,
springs...” (148) “.....plantations and date palms which have entwined thickets?”
(149) “......And you boastfully carve homes from the mountains.” (150) “So fear
Allih and obey me.” (151) “Do not obey the command of the transgressors. (152)
#...who are those who cause anarchy on earth and do not make amends.” (153)
They said, “You are but one of the bewitched ones.” (154) “You are merely a -
human like ourselves. So produce a sign for us if you are from the truthful.”
(155) Salih ¢3! &k said, “This is the camel. It will have a day to drink and your
animals will have an appointed day to drink.” (156) “Do not touch it with evil 4
intentions, for then the punishment of a grave day will afflict you.” (157)
However, they killed the camel, but then grew to regret it. (158) The punishment
then seized them. There is certainly a great sign in this. However, most of them
do not believe. (159) Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful.

THE THAMUD REJECT SAYYIDINAH SALIH g\l 4k AND ARE
PUNISHED

The Thamud came after the Ad and were also a deviant nation. Allah sent
Sayyidinah Salih (i «lc from among them as a Prophet. He told them, ‘I am
certainly a trustworthy messenger to you. So fear Allah and obey me. I do not ask you for

any remuneration for this. My remuneration is the responsibility of Allah, the Lord of the
universe.” -

He also reminded them of the favours that Allah bestowed on them. He
reminded them about their “orchards, springs, plantations and date palms which have
entwined thickets?” ‘ .

He also told them, “And you boastfully carve homes from the mountains.” Allah
granted them the ability to carve the mountains into homes. He reminded them
that these pleasures will be short-lived because everyone will meet their death.

He added, “So fear Allih and obey me. Do not obey the command of the
transgressors, who are those who cause anarchy on earth and do not make amends.” He
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warned them against following.tiiese people, who were sure to lead them ¢
destruction.

All they said was, “You are but one of the bewitched ones. You are mefely a{‘
human like ourselves.” Allah quotes them in Surah Qamar: “If we were to follow 4
lonesome human from among ourselves we would surely be astray and insane. Has g
revelation come only to him from among all of us? Nay, he is but an arrogant liar”
[Surah 54, verses 24, 25]

Finally they told Sayyidina Salih (.. i, “So produce a sign for us if you are
from the truthful.” According to certain commentators, they asked him to produce
a pregnant camel from a mountain. He warned them that they will be punished
if they do not believe in a miracle that they request for.

When the miracle was displayed, “Salil (. «le said, ‘This is the camel. It wi
have a day to drink and your animals will have an appointed day to drink.”” Turns were
stipulated because the miraculous camel would drink all the water of a well by
herself.

However, the people disliked that the camel should receive preferential |
treatment. It was then that they mutually decided to kill her. When Sayyidina
Salih L ole learnt about their evil intentions, he told them, “Do not touch it with
evil intentions, for then the punishment of a grave day will afflict you.

Not heeding his warnings, “they killed the camel, but then grew to regret i
(when they were afflicted by Allah’s punishment).” Eventually, “The punishment
then seized them.” The details of the punishment have been given in the
commentaries of Surah A’raf [Surah 7, verses 73-79] and Surah Had [Surah 11, verses
1-68].

Allah says, “There is certainly a great sign in this. However, most of them do not
believe. Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful.”
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(160) The nation of Liit denied the messengers. (161) When their brother Lit told
them, “Do you not fear?” (162) “I am certainly a trustworthy messenger to you.
(163) “So fear Allah and obey me.” (164) “I do not ask you for any remuneration
for this. my remuneration is the responsibility of Allah, the Lord of the
universe.” (165) “Do you go unto men from the universe... (166) “... leaving aside
your spouses whom your Lord has created for you? You are certainly a
transgressing nation.” (167) They replied, “O Lit! If you do not desist, you will
surely be from the banished ones. (168) Liit pJ! «s said, “I am certainly among
those who deplore your action.” (169) “O my Lord! Save myself and my family
from what these people do.” (170) So We saved him and all the members of his
family... (171) ... except an old lady, who was among those who were left behind.
(172) Then We destroyed the others. (173) We sent a torrential shower upon
them. Evil indeed was the rain of those who were forewarned. (174) There is
certainly a great sign in this. However, most of them do not believe. (175) Verily
your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful. '

'SAYYIDINA LUT gt «is PREACHES TO HIS PEOPLE, BUT THEY

THREATEN HIM THEY ARE EVENTUALLY DESTROYED BY A
SHOWER OF STONES

Allah sent Sayyidina Lit ¢l «le to preach to certain nations who lived on
the banks of the Jordan river. These people practised homosexuality, as
explained in the commentaries of Surah A’raf and Surah Hid as well. They were
the first people on earth to engage in this filthy sin.

They were also highway robbers. Allah quotes Sayyidina Lat Sl 4l as
saying in Surah Ankabuat, “Do you approach men, waylay the highways and perpetrate
evil in your gatherings?” When Sayyidina Lit () «le preached to them, they
threatened him saying, “O Lit! If you do not desist, you will surely be from the
banished ones.” They mocked him by saying that he considers himself to be too
clean to live with them.

“Lut o) «)e said, ‘I am certainly among those who deplore your action.” Despite
all his efforts for many years, the people did not listen to him but continued to do
as they had always done. Eventually, they even said to him, “Bring Allah’s
punishment to us if you are from amongst the truthful.”

-Surah A’raf Surah Shu’ara and Surah Naml state that Allah showered them
with stones. Surah Hijr and Surah Hud state that their towns were raised to the
sky and then thrown down, and Surah Hijr adds that a scream destroyed them.
As has been discussed in the commentary of Surah A’raf [Surah 7, verses 80-84],
all three punishments afflicted them.

: Allah says, “So We saved him and all the members of his family except an old lady

(Sayyidina Liat's ) «le wife), who was among those who were left behind. Then We
destroyed the others. We sent a-torrential shower upon them. Evil indeed was the rain of
those who were forewarned.” The details of this have been given in the commentary
of Surah A’raf [Surah 7, verses 80-84], Surah Hud [Surah 11, verses 77-83], Surah Hijr |
[Surah 15, verses 58-77). More will still be mentioned in Surah Ankabut [Surah 29,
verses 3 1-35].



Surah Ash-Shuara 26: 176-191 42 Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. 7

Allah concludes the incident by saying, “There is certainly a great sign in
this. However, most of them do not believe. Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most
Merciful.”
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(176) The people of Aykah denied the messengers. (177) When Shu’ayb g s
told them, “Do you not fear?” (178) “I am certainly a trustworthy messenger to
you. (179) “So fear Allah and obey me.” (180) “I do not ask you for any
remuneration for this. My remuneration is the responsibility of Allah, the Lord
of the universe.” (181) “Measure in full and do not be of those who diminish.”
(182) “And weigh with a just balance. (183) “Do not deplete people’s property
and do not spread anarchy on earth.” (184) “Fear the Being Who created you and
all the previous creations.” (185) They said, “You are but from the bewitched
ones. (186) “You are but a human like ourselves. In fact, we consider you to be
from the liars.” (187) “So cause a piece of the sky to fall on us if you are from the
truthful ones.” (188) Shu‘ayb ¢! &l said, “My Lord knows best what you do.”
(189) So they falsified him and the punishment of a day of the canopy seized
them. It was certainly a punishment of a grave day. (190) There is certainly a
great sign in this. However, most of them do not believe. (191) Verily your Lord
is Mighty, the Most Merciful.

SAYYIDINA SHU’AYB g\t &4 TELLS HIS PEOPLE NOT TO CHEAT

IN WEIGHT AND MEASURE HOWEVER, THEY DISOBEY HIM
AND ARE MADE TO SUFFER PUNISHMENT

Sayyidina Shu’ayb (5. «ls was sent to the people of Aykah and the people
of Madyan. One of the crimes that they perpetrated was that they cheated people
in weighing and measuring goods. Sayyidina Shu’ayb ¢ +le told them, “Do you
not fear? I am certainly a trustworthy messenger to you. So fear Allah and obey me. I do
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not ask you for any remuneration for this. My remuneration is the responéibility bf

Allah, the Lord of the universe. Measure in full and do not be of those who diminish. And

weigh with a just balance. Do not deplete people ‘s property and do not spread anarchy
on earth. ”

The people told him, “O Shu‘ayb! Does your Allah command you that we should
forsake what our forefathers worshipped and that we should do as we please with our
wealth?” In saying this, they meant to tell him that they will do as they please
with their wealth and that they will weigh and measure as they desire. People
tend to say such things when they forget that they are Allah’s servants and that
all their wealth also belongs to Allah.

Sayyidina Shu’ ayb S «de advised them saying, “Fear the Being Who created
you and all the previous creations.” However, they did not heed his advices and
said, “You are but from the bewitched ones. You are but a human like ourselves. In fact,
we consider you to be from the liars. So cause a piece of the sky to fall on us if you are
from the truthful ones.”

“Shu‘ayb S e said, ‘My Lord knows best what you do (He will
therefore punish you when He deems it fit. I cannot punish you). “ Their evil deeds
were sufficient to invite Allah’s punishment.

Eventually, when they became extremely rebellious, “the pum'shment of a day
of the canopy seized them. It was certainly a punishment of a grave day.” Explaining
this verse, Allama Qurtubi «l & i~, writes that Allah made the weather
extremely hot. They all left their homes and sought shelter beneath the-trees.
Allah then sent a dense cloud towards them., which they took as a “canopy” to
escape the heat. When they all gathered beneath the cloud, a descending fire
scorched thon all. The author of “Ruhul Ma’ani” writes that this fire from the sky
was exactly what they had asked for.

Note: The word Aykah refers to a densely foliaged forest. They are referred
to as “people of Aykah” because they lived in an area where the forest
was extremely thick.

This incident reads, “When Shu’ayb told them, ‘Do you not fear?”’ It does not
say, “When their brother Shu’ayb told them...” as mentioned at the beginning of the
incidents of the other Prophets (i p4.e. Allama Qurtubi ls &1 i~ , writes that this
is so because Sayyidina Shu’ayb was not one of the indigenous people of Aykah.
He belonged to the people of Madyan, like Surah Hiid mentions, “To Madyan. We
sent their brother Shu‘ayb.”

Concluding this narrative Allah repeats, “There is certainly a great sign in this.
However, most of them do not believe. Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful.”
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(192) Without doubt, this is a revelation from the Lord of the universe. (193) The
trustworthy angel descended with it... (194) “... upon your heart so that you
become of the warners. (195) In the clear Arabic language. (196) Indeed, it
received mention in the scriptures of the earlier nations. (197) Is it not sufficient
proof to them that the scholars of the Bani Isra'l have knowledge of it? (198) If
We were to reveal it to any non-Arab... (199) “... who was to recite it to them, they
would never have believed in it. (200) In this manner have We inscribed
disbelief in the hearts of the criminals. (201) They shall néver believe it until
they witness a painful punishment. (202) It will then come to them
unexpectedly, when they do not perceive it. (203) They will then say, “Can we
be granted respite?” (204) Do they seek to hasten Our punishment? (205) Tell
me. If We were to allow them enjoyment for a few years... (206) “...after which
that should come to them which they were promised... (207) “...the enjoyment
granted to them would be of no avail to them. (208) We have destroyed -only
towns that had warners... (209) “... to advise. We were never oppressors. (210)
The Devils (Shayatin) do not reveal the Quran. (211) They are not befitting for
this, nor have they the capability. (212) They have definitely been forbidden
from listening,.

THE QUR’AN HAS BEEN REVEALED IN THE ARABIC LANGUAGE
VIA THE TRUSTWORTHY ANGEL

Referring to the Qur’an, Allah declares, “Without doubt, this is a revelation
from the Lord of the universe. The trustworthy angel descended with it...” Jibr'il ¢S ol
brought the Qur'an to the Holy Prophet (L., «ls & - from Allah without
altering anything even in the slightest degree. '

Allah says that Jibr'il (. «ls brought the Quran “upon your [Muhammad'’s
ooy ode &0 o] heart so that you become of the warners.” The Holy Prophet ol os & Lo
was to warn people and advise them by means of the Qur’an. Allah says in Surah
An‘am, “This Qur’an has been revealed to me so that I warn you with it, as well as those
whom it reaches.” [Surah 6, verse 19]

Allah says in Surah Shura, “in this manner did We reveal the Arabic Qur’an to
you so that you may warn the Mother of all cities, and those around her; so that you may
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warn them about the Day of Gathering, about which there shall be no doubt. A group
shall be in Heaven, while another shall be in the Blaze.” [Surah 42; verse 7]

Allah says further that the Qur’an is revealed “In the clear Arabic language.”
None can refute the eloquence of the Qur'an. Until today the challenge to.
produce a single Surah equivalent to those of the Qur’an has not been met. A
reliable friend of mine has informed me that two computers have been
commissioned with the task of meeting the challenge of the Qur’an. Whenever
these computers are fed with any Qur’anic verse, it concedes that it cannot match
it..

“...indeed, it (the Qur'an) received mention in the scriptures of the earlier
nations.” The previous scriptures made mention of the advent of the Holy -
Prophet okvs «l¢ & Lo and the Qur'an. Even though people have adulterated
these scriptures, such facts can still be detected."

Certain commentators have interpreted this verse to meaii that the subject
matter contained in the Qur’an is also found in the previous scriptures, like Allah
says in the final verse of Surah A’la, “This is certainly in the previous scriptures; in
the scriptures of Ibrahim and Miisa.” [Surah 87, verses 18, 19]

Sayyidina Ma’qal bin Yasar «s & ., reports that the Holy Prophet «ls & Lo
s said, “Surah Baqarah has been given to me from the previous scriptures,
while Surah TaHa, the Tawasin (those Surahs beginning with ‘Tawasin’) and the
Hawamim (those Surahs beginning with ‘HaMim’) from the tablets of Miisa «ls
pdi. Surah Fatiha and the concluding verses of Surah Baqarah (verses 285 and 286)
have been given to me from beneath Allah’s throne. The Mufassalat (from Surah
Hujurat until the end of the Qur’an) have been given to me as extra (i.e. no other
Prophets ¢t ls has received anything like it).” [Jami‘us Saghir]

“Is it not sufficient proof to them that the scholars of the Bani Isra’il have
knowledge of it?” The learned scholars of the Bani Isra’il who lived during the
time of the Holy Prophet L., «le & L. knew very well that the Qur’an was the
truth from Allah. Some of them became Muslims, but others did not, even

though they admitted to people in private that the Qur’an was a revelation from .
Allah.

The Polytheists accepted the Jews to be learned people and even requested
the Jews to teach them how to challenge the apostleship of the Holy Prophet -
¢key ol 5. However, they refused to believe after the Holy Prophet ol s «ls & Lo
replied to their challenges.

Allah says, “If We were to reveal it (the Qur’an) to any non-Arab, who was to
recite it to them, they would never have believed in it (even though the miracle would
have then been greater).”

“....in this manner have We inscribed disbelief in the hearts of the’ criminals. They
shall never believe it until they witness a painful punishment. It will then come to them
unexpectedly, when they do not perceive” it. They will then say, ‘Can we be granted
respite?”” At this moment their belief will not be acceptable. The punishment
referred to in this verse could refer to some worldly punishment for not believing
or it could refer to their deaths. It will also not be incorrect to say that it refers to
the punishment in the grave or in the Hereafter.
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Allah then says, “Do they seek to hasten Our punishment?” These people are
foolish to think that Allah’s punishment will not afflict them merely because it
has not yet afflicted them. Nothing that they posses in this world will be of any
avail to them when they suffer the punishment. With reference to this Allah says,
“Tell me. If We were to allow them enjoyment for a few years. after which that should
come to them which they were promised, then the enjoyment granted to them would be of
no avail to them.”

“We have destroyed only towns that had warners to advise.” Even before the
revelation of the Qur’an, Allah only destroyed those nations who were
disobedient after a warner was sent to them. They advised people and
counselled them. When the people refused to accept, they were granted further
respite. Eventually they were totally annihilated.

The verse warns the people whom the Qur‘an addresses. It tells them that
they should also accept the truth because they could suffer the same fate as those
before them. Allah then says, “We were never oppressors. - Allah can never oppress
any person. All His actions are based on some inner wisdom, which man may
sometimes not understand.

Allah then discusses the pristine purity of the Qur’an, when He says, “The
Devils (Shayatin) do not reveal the Qur'an. They are not befitting for this, nor have
they the capability. They have definitely been forbidden from listening.” The Devils
(Shayatin) have been banned from listening to Qur’anic revelatlon in the
heavens.

The author of “Ruhul Ma’ani” writes that this verse refutes a statement
made by the Quraysh that a Jinn had become subservient to the Holy Prophet .-
oy ok & and was teaching him the Qur’an. Allah says that the Devils (Shayatin)
cannot reveal something like the Qur‘an because the Qur‘an guides people,
whereas the Devils (Shayatin) are devoted to leading people astray.

Since Allah has deprived them of the ability to even listen to the revelation
of the Qur’an, it is obvious that they cannot be a means to reveal it.
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(213) Do not call to another god besides Alldh, for then you will be of the
punished ones. (214) Warn your closest relatives. (215) And be humble to those
believers who follow you. (216) If they disobey you, then say, “Verily I am
exonerated from what you do.” (217) Rely on the Mighty, the Most Merciful...
(218) ... Who sees you when you rise... (219) .... and sees your movements with
those who prostrate. (220) Without doubt, He is the All Hearing, the All
Knowing.

N
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THE HOLY PROPHET Ju; «k & s, I COMMANDED TO BE

HUMBLE TOWARDS THE MU’MININ AND TO RELY SOLELY ON
ALLAH

Allah says in the above verses, “Do not call to another god besides Allah, for
then you will be of the punished ones.” Although the verse is addressed to the Holy
Prophet (ks «ls & Lo, it is intended for every member of his Ummah because he
is innocent of polytheism (shirk) and disbelief.

Thereafter, Allah again commands the Holy Prophet ey ade > when He
says, “Warn your closest relatives.” Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas « & o, says
that when this verse was revealed, the Holy Prophet (L «ls & - mounted the
hill of Safa and called various tribes of the Quraysh. When they all gathered, he
asked them, “Will you people believe me if I told you that an army of horsemen
were advancing to attack you from behind this mountain?”

They replied, “We shall certainly believe you. We have never known you to
be untruthful.” The Holy Prophet (., «is & - said, “Then I am wammg you of a
severe punishment (if you do not believe in what I preach to you).” Thereupon
Abu Lahab said, “May you be destroyed forever. Have you gathered us for this?”
It was then that Surah Lahab (Surah 111) was revealed, where Allah says, ‘May the
hands of Abu Lahab be shattered and he be destroyed...

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra «¢ & ., reports that the Holy Prophet (L. ) «l & Lo
told them on that occasion, “O Quraysh! Save yourselves (i.e. from Hell by
accepting Islam). I cannot save you from the pending punishment.” He said this
taking the names of his uncle Sayyidina Abbas « & >, and his aunt Sayyidah
Safiyya 4= FINE Then, addressing his daughter Sayyidah Fatima \¢:s & s, The
Holy Prophet (ks «ls & Lo said, “O the daughter of Muhammad, Fatima! Ask
whatever you please from my wealth. I cannot rescue you from Allah’s
punishment.” [“Mishkit” p. 460]

With these words, the Holy Prophet (., <& & . wished to impress upon
their minds that family ties cannot save one from Allah’ s punishment in the
Hereafter. The criteria for success there shall be Belief (Iman) and good deeds.

Although the Holy Prophet oLy «ls & - was a messenger to the entire
creation, he was specifically commanded to preach to his family. This teaches
preachers that they should never neglect their families in their efforts. The fact
that the Holy Prophet oL «ls &l Lo specifically addressed Sayyidah Fatima W o,
¢, who was a believer and a child then, shows that one should pay attention to
the proper religious upbringing of one’s children.

Allah says in Surah Tahrim, “O you who believe, save yourselves and your
families from that Fire, the fuel of which is men and stones.” It is tragic to see many
people nowadays who excel in preaching to others, yet neglect to bring the
message home to their families.

The Holy Prophet (L. «le & Lo is further commanded “And be humble to
those believers who follow you.” The Mu’minin are more worthy of receiving a
cordial reception.

The fourth directive is then 1ssued to the Holy Prophet ooy ols 3 Lo when
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Allah says, “If they disobey you, then say, ‘Verily I am exonerated from what you do.””
A person should not associate with the sinful behaviour of others, but should
rather disassociate from them.

Allah then tells the Holy Prophet (L., «is & Lo, “Rely on the Mighty, the Most
Merciful, Who sees you when you rise and sees your movements with those who
prostrate. Without doubt, He is the All Hearing, the All Knowing.” Allah reassures the
Holy Prophet .., «= & - that he should never fear the disbelievers because
Allah is Ever present and will always be there to assist. Therefore, only He must
be relied on at all times.
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(221) Shall I inform you of the one upon whom the Devils (Shayatin) descend?
(222) They descend upon every lying sinner. (223) They steal a hearing and most
of them are liars. (224) Only deviant people follow the poets. (225) Do you not
see that they wander astray in every valley? (226) And that they say things
which they never do? (227) Except those who believe, do good deeds, remember
Allah abundantly and avenge themselves after being oppressed. Shortly the
oppressors will come to know to which place they will return.

G\E\

THE DEVILS (SHAYATIN) DESCEND UPON EVERY LIAR AND
ONLY THE DEVIANT PEOPLE FOLLOW POETS

In reply to the allegation that a Jinn teaches the Holy Prophet ol «ls & Lo,
Allah says, “Shall I inform you of the one upon whom the Devils (Shayatin) descend?
They descend upon every lying sinner. They steal a hearing and most of them are liars.”
Those who are informed by the Devils (Shayatin) listen attentively to what they
are being told. They then transmit the same information, adding many more lies
to it.

Before the advent of the Holy Prophet oL.; «ls & s, the Devils (Shayitin)
used to ascend to the heavens and listen to the conversations of the angels. They
would then transmit the news of forthcoming events to the fortune-tellers, but
would add many lies to it. These fortune-tellers would believe them because the
news rectified from the angels would always materialise.

Allah then denounces poetry and poets when he says, “Only deviant people
follow the poets.” This verse also replies to the other allegation made by the
polytheists, when they said that the Holy Prophet (. «l¢ & _l» was a poet.
Whereas poets say things that are fictional, the Holy Prophet i, «s & - spoke
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about reality to the people.
“Do you not see that they (poets) wander astray in every valley?”

They are ever searching for fiction to translate into poetry so that their
followers can be happy. _

“And that they say things which they never do?” Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas
s & >, narrates that this verse was revealed with regard to polytheists poets
who used to compose poetry to ridicule the Holy Prophet ¢l 4l & Lo, trying to
prove that they can also say what he said.

The lies, fantasies and exaggeration employed by poets is universally
known. However, Allah then states an exception when He says, “Except those who
pelieve, do good deeds, remember Allah abundantly and avenge themselves after being
oppressed.” These poets are not like those described above. Because of their Belief
(Imin), their involvement in good deeds and their excessive remembrance of
Allah, the believers (Mu’minin) poets do not succumb to lying and their poetry
serves to invite to Allah and good deeds. Their poetry praises Allah and His
Holy Prophet ol s o &1 o

Whenever the disbélievers behave oppressively and criticise Islam, these
poets are quick to retaliate and avenge Islam by composing poetry to combat
these disbelievers. They will be rewarded for this poetry because <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>